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From Sand to Rock

- Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O
Lord (Lk. 5:8). Lord, to whom shall we go?
Thou hast the words of eternal life (Jn. 6:68).

" Lord, Thou. knowest that I love Thee . . .

~ (Jn. 2L: 16)

| Anything you want to say abouM; word - -
of praise, any mectxve any commenda- -
tion will fit. Call him wonderful if you wish—

- superE—pBenomenal—amazmg—great — even Hol-
lywood will run out of ad]ectlves to describe him. 1t

is all true for the foremost of the twelve for the big
Cahlean ﬁsherman ?or Peter the ma mﬁcent__;rig

wt other apostles g

were ordx en, They had few:
. talents.. Some haa httie aglixgl Ana;ew Feter's




had but t' but he learmed to pla
| ﬁ%dlg well. Judas Thaddaeus hardly opened MiSEMouTl$
Bl :.EluSt plodded along. James, the less, is gofpoLerE
»% obscure, totally unknown. But what ]
acked, Peter had. For every talent the D
e had ten. He was that kind of a man. 7=24% {1

a Jeader among the twelve, 4V8) HE-
. been a leader. HE [WAS

R ~

3 orn i at wa He roa ' went deeest INHO
lhe caves, swam arthest in the Sea of Galilee, 4M'D

climbed the highest moun ains iﬂm ER.

p—~59

lﬁshmg expedition. He gave the orders. - £
as an apostie, he dominates the gospel narraTVE$

e is the first to speak, the rst to act. is IPAPLOSWIEE, IME vE

B and impetuous, tempestuous and -Gi= TAEMED
g enthusiastic, extreme, an extrovert. He is, as wape

Wmé Rock’: “I tell you that v} ARE
¥ Peter, the rock” (Mt. 16:18, Phillips). — BvT!
mmn-ecommg ‘the Rock’—the roam
leads to stability, to firmness, to strength, to ERAWITE.
urpose is no easy road. i t is the straight AvD
narrow, and it is beautifully. etched for us in THE
Jospels. With this in mind let us Jook at Peter, THE

magnificent apostle, and “we shall see_ ‘what MADE

e all his gifts, Peter was a humble man. W/TH.

all his brash bravado, he was sensitiv

@ He had. a ten‘er conscxence He knew

%‘ﬂ;ﬂ | ADULTERATE
S _what n s _hi : Sttt

— ifts for hlmself He knew his mAvDEchlfs
; Ee knew himselt.YIn this light Ee appears -



m Scripture right from the start.

;Ijhlgx had been fishing all night. The had caught
no?ﬂ' ng. They came in tired. ]&m,
"of Galilee %;_zg said_to Simon: “Put out into deep
swater and let down your nets for a catch™ (LE s
. course he o_]mer we| N\
wm all night and caught n otﬂm ray \

the miracle, )
is knees at

Peter, seein
comes off the boat running, falls on
mand cries out: (o, Lord, leave me/
sinmer at 1 am!” He cannot bear it? That impuli

Sive sudden emtence-tﬁat huxmhty, that tender / '
coniscience marks Peter as the captain of the newl

ﬂm fleet, as the leader of the twelve e: “Do nm N
now on you will be catching men.” |

the humb]e “The diﬂerence between Peter and

das is ]ust here:




- Toward the end of his life, Peter wrote a letter
revealing his still tender conscience: "Add to your
faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance godliness,

- love. 'ﬁ; e man who lacks them is short-sighted and
blind; he has forgotten how he was cleansed from
his former sins’ (11 Pet. 1:9, NEB). The man who

remains humbled bz his sins is on the way y to
stabi 1s 1s the roa e hock. -

said to himself: “Me and my big mouth.”

~r~Take that time the disci les found themselves n
| the turbulence of a storm at sea. Sudde"ly it
seemed as if they saw a ghost walking on the water

“toward them. Even Peter felt a turn in the pit of hlS

’ _stomach, and he crie out afraidl

| A voice answered them (from the “ghost”):

. heartl Itis I; do not be afraid” (Mt. 14:27-30, B) _
t was their esus rist. Peter could not

believe it. But now foolhardy, danng, Te mustﬁa
‘what Jesus _i§ doing] If it is He, then Pegegimust

walk on the wateri too: rd, if it is ou tell me to

qd06s no% make se%se. In his fear he started to sink:

r

:—M’*

o . ) w

| —
m That was Peter, rash

£ un impulsive. Time and again he probabiy

2 T




"gave ‘me, Lord,” Jesus was right ,thcrei lifted him
up and took him back aboard ship.
Peter with his impetuous speech  did make that -

great confession. Jesus had asked them a vital ques-
tiom: "And you, who do you say I amp (Mt.

fg.Ig-E, NEB). Explosive, quick to reply, Peter
was the one to speak up: “You are the Messiah, the
§. on of the Hvxing Cod.” .

) : “You did not
|/ learn that from mortal man; it was revealed to you
. ﬂ By Thy Reavenly Father.” And then he added: ~You \(]

¢ » 1are. Peter, the Rock; and on this roc byild !
v ath shall never}

[~

grated. Jesus began to show the ag)gsties (zor the ;

N %@E must suffer, be persecuted, and| ,

; ed. Peter could not believe it. He took Himj -

\ @stder_ No, Lord, this shall never happen to you.;

(And the Lord rebuked him severely: “Away with N

2 Jou, Satan; you are a stumbling-block to_me. You, ™
| ThInK as men think, not as God thinks.” One mo-

) lment nspired by God; the next the tool of the ,?4

devilJMany a failure and many a stumble belore

. e e

Peter could become granite rock!

) :6_:2 ; course Ee realliz- §ut his foot in it after the
Lord’s Supper. He had been i resence of

esus for three years, and he has begun to think of
imselt as ‘the Rock’—sure, strong, steady, faithful.

Nothing Can ever move him again, Hg is the leader
"of the twelve. - -

ﬂ?go Peter is deeply shocked wheq___]i__qsus starts

/S wiy

¢



IO . . | .
uoting Scripture: “You will all fall from your faith;
1 ( _ior it s$ written: ‘I will smie the sHeH erg and
.!....‘.‘_.--:_—._;_.‘_'.____ . e

.- Peter challenges Him. ‘_‘E;r_eﬁ'yone else AAma fall
, but I will not.” He will never deny Jesus.
ever else he may be, he 1s not a deserter.

. 1= . o Ll
(F_and said quietly, but firmly: “T tell you this: today,

g this very might, belore the cock crows twice, you
J yours []E WJE disown me three times.” That iniur-
: iatej %ﬁm. He meant what he said, and now he

- wo gﬁ say it agaxin: *Even if ] must dic with you, I
will never disown zdu.”.. The rock would not fail.

/"'*That night after they took Jesus, his Tollowers
| forsook Him, Peter followed into the court-square.
7 ‘ Afterwards he wished that he had not gone in. But
| he did _go. He ventured further than his courage

1

_ i would carry him. And so he was caught off guard -
_by a sudden question. Then he started down that
faé st

al_slope, unable to stop himself, going down
faster an% faster—until finally, too late, came that
terrible awakening and that bitter sense of shamel
He warmed himself by the fire. It was cold that -

night. He wag alread excited, nervous, upset, and
it felt %ood to warm himself, ﬁ

A servant _girl‘ in the group—she may have seen

him somewhere before—looked at him _strapgely
and asked: “Y re there too, with this man from
Nazareth, this Jesus” (Mk. 14:67-72, NEB). He mut-
tered in his beard, so hardly anyone could hear: i_’f

T




know nothing,

mean, e sweat s i .o
He realized what he was sa% i 3 -

talking about him, and he knew it. He kept his eyes -
~ down-into the i

e. But another girl came around |
to where he st ed to im: "He is one of | /|
them,” she said to her companions. Peter talked a |
little Jouder than DBefore. ii’é dalh

ey cou ear now,/
.y - Q] K R — ‘
as he denied again - |

en that soldier joined the group. Perhaps one )
gf the soldiers who had taken Jesus in the gardep. f
He looks at Peter, and Peter feels the

_his head. Then he says it: “He is one of them.” And

someone_else- says: “Surely zou are one_ of them.

ﬁ%— p—— e =x\
ou must be; you are a Gali /

V2

en -he swears and curses, using language he /\‘
has not uspﬁ in _and they all stand quiet !
belore his v ence:

. “I do not know this man you |

e T Toud T Slear—Tike & bugk ugle-gT-ca ~the |
c@ T S T o

efo
the cock crows twice, you will disown me three

=
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- And he rushed out of the court-square, outﬂgﬁ



“the ate out . . . his heart outidfn

omething happened_to Peter that ni ht -
i something that became for him a

irning point, a conversion if you like.

Could he ever be forgwen for thls? He remem-
sered how Jesus had said that a man should forgive
eventy - times seven. But could he ever forgive -

umself?“He could not sleep. He could not eat. He t1odK
ke his faliure 55{3.

Then broke that glorious news of Easter -

Stil Peter nursed his terri-.

ble shame,
“Finally came that morning by the Sea of Calilee.
Peter had led them back to_their fishing. Back to

the familiar, the old ways, the old life, to forget the
caught nothing. |
@lﬂﬁ% and He told them to
cast¥heir nets wﬁe They did so, and
caught a_great school of fish. John cried out: “It is
the Tord” (Jn. 21:7-17, Phillips). That was enough
or_Peter. Impetuously h% E%%w himself into_the
water and swam ashore. The uilt a little
ire, cooked some fish, - and breakf'zst was ready.
There in the early dawn they ate together;guxetly

\‘—




|

i

- searching look He turned to Peter: “Simon, son of
| ,Eoﬁ%- do %'iou Tove me more than these othersy” (He |

) Tﬁfﬁat I am your friend.” Three times he had denied.
- Three times the opportunity was given to reaffirm.

Peter did not dare to speak..
~ After breakfast Jesus
P Ep—

the silence. With a

~ton; “Si son of John, do you ("X]
éﬁw =

;‘ourfriend.” oA | 3
é_nd a third time Jesus turned, and He changed
His question: “Simon, son of John, gre you my

friend?” “Lord= you know gg@ing. You know

No condemnation, only the chance to be reinstated J
as iesus: fnfeng. 'i'Es 1s; the grace of God for the .
humble. i '

el ———————,

So the command was given: “Feed my sheep™ /.
Peter is sent back to Jerusalem, back to the place
\-1

where he had failed. And Peter is humble enough

now, subdued enough now, not to object. He gocs
and preaches. He uses his Eg ts to bring thousands
into tﬁe ?in dom. H 10N.

e faces
quailed before the question of

. |
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/
umili
his erience of the Lor

. his devotion, his shattered self-éssurance
forgiveness, kept bnn -

m back in love to Jesus Christ.

s'tE&nut;’ndlgcs:laBnck. The Victor Speaks, p. 95, Concordia Pub, House,

\
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The Acts of the A ostles turns the spotlight on
geter He preaches %e first Christian_sermon.” He
endures ersecutlon, and withstands the authori-
ties. i i
commum and then is led by God’s Spirit to reach

e Gentiles; eﬁ_"gs the goé news to Corneii;g,
“a Roman.”

“However, during the ﬁrst Church Council a
erusalem reoorded in Acts 15), Peter acknowledges

eadership of James. eaves | ,
Ttrusalem in_James’ hands and the conversion of /
the Gentile wor to Paul. He appears at Antioch

Gal. 2:11) an 1 Cor. 1:12) but little is j
told of his travels bors. —

‘ Oﬁly through the letters which he wrote do we )

receive insight into his development and his under- | /
standing of the Christian faith. Peter's letters reveal '

his warmth and sinceri ith in times of < <
testing, his reliance upon Chnst in suffering and his

unfading hope of glory. :
' ccor%ing to traxl'tion he died in Rome.

: He was
_crucified, but whether he was crucified apside X
down as tradition tells us, is also debatable. .
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L AN ARSI T e e ¢ e

Perhaps the legend which recounts Peter’s arrival
‘in Rome has some truth behind it: He arrived at
Rome during heavy persecution. He witnessed
Christians being martyred, and he fled, Qutside the
~ city he met. a man headed for Rome, carrying a

Cross. |
Peter asked him: “Quo Vadis?” (Where are you
" going?) ' - SR ; :
The man replied: “To Rome, to be crucified
again.” o | |

Peter had made his last retreat. He returned to
- the city—and martyrdom. The Rock was still being
formedl ' o ’~

Aot o preayy. -
W (=00. WW CREATED (/5 7,
|MAGE ., BUT, egwrgrrmﬁs WZ BRE [IRE

PeTER —WE WHVER L4 _
GRANT
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(‘ MARK §/27-24
Ao SEsvs wenT suT, diovs wirh ts g1scimEs,

10 THE VILL 4685 OF C’A—E,sm:gn Ftiivei; Aup ON
T wry He RUESTIONED HS piseipiEs, sbymwe
15 THEM "WMO Do PEOPLE 581 THATI AM 7"

Avy ruey Avswern Him, Shtyne “Joww THE
Baprist; AnN» OTHERS 541/ EJ.UA—H ﬂuT sTIL
CTHRRS S4ly CVE OF —rﬂ—s Wop»s—rj
Ay He wm//yuzg T7OM e THEM,
GAY e, " TTUT WHO DO _YpU S ALy THAT L AM 2 2"
Ferer ASWER ED 41D SAPTO Him " THOU AieT

™ve Ceist”

LUK? 7'7—7/54 -el
Mo HAVIVG ARTEESTED MEEg&ED Him

Ay 4vp BrRovest Hm 1o THE Hovse o The
Hé# PRIEST, BUT Herere FELLOWRD AT A
DISTRAVLE, Arw ArTER THEY HAD KINDLED A FlfeE
IVTHE /10D LE oF THE Eaetl/den 4n/'p HaD> SAT
ouww e THER, FISTER S STOIn% Arriont THEM
AV 4 CEE RTHIV SERVANT: b1zt SEING HIM A5 HE AT
/W TREE FITEE L6, AND LOOK NS ey AT PETER,
SHP, "THIS MAN m WATH Wim TR, T7UT PR DEMED
/Tsﬁ&/ﬂvé “"Winaw, TDo 1Jor Koo tim | "o d-Lmne
KATER AMPTHER Gl TETER AM'D 54D, Yo ARRE
LWVE 0E ThEW T80, BUT, TPETER SHD " Mo, = Amuer|*
Aeree 4200t A-A//hQ///z' HAD FASSED, ANOTOER MV
TE AN TO INSIST, kNG, LETTR Y THIS A1AN WHS (Hso
WITH 1y, FOR HE 15 A CALILEAN TR, ’5’07%
Swip" raw, T DO NOT row WAT ypr. ARE TALK/NS-
,ﬁa'our AWy WHLE HE s SteEAkVGE 4 Coek

CrUED, o

f
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