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CONNE$TIONAL CHURCH 

Old Testement - Genesis 9/ 8-17 
New Testement - Hebrews 9/ 11-22 

Our Old Testement lesson ·tpis morning tells of 
- 1.,HI' ~M!Sif. 1'1!»1 

God's "Rainbow Covenant' 1 ildr,'"1i1s people that "' . 

He would never again send another flood to 

destroy the earth. In our New Testement Lesson -Paul talks to the Hebrews about Jesus. He tells 

-t.H~ that Jesus came as a mediator of a New .-
Covenant in order that He who died on the 

cross would promise us that we would receive 

an et~r~l1 inheritanc~~KES~asting life. 
it I lull & ] ii a person~ will' a promise 

to committ his worldly goods to another after 
I h I "~ .PIP/ . h1s deat '-•• Tffit• , •-fssli 11 £ cis be 7
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Jesus will,W us eternal life after His death. 

The Statement of Doctrine adopted by thel972 

General Conference of the United Methodist 

Church affirms that all valid Christian doctrine 

is born from our response in faith to the 

wonderous mystry of God's love in 

Jesus Christ as recorded in the Scriptures. ~ 

acknowledge belief in the Triune God - Father¥ 

Son,and Holy Spirit. The Statement also reminds 

us that the theological substance of our 

Methodist heritage begins with the biblical ~ , 

witness to God's reality as our Creator and to 

His gracious self-involvement in our daily 

lives. What does this mean to us~ 
A-:s ~~rel!j Mt!rH-tJ;iSTS?. 
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theology, structure and enthusiasm to our 

founder , John Wesley who was a priest in the 

Church of England. 

Th ughout his boyhood, student years and 

priesthood, Joh~sley fucused his life 

giously trying to satisfy the demands 

of religion as he understood them. But, his 

efforts led ultimately to a sense of dispair, 

failure and anxiety about his relationship to 

God. Then, in a prayer meeting on Aldersgate ~ 

Street in London on May 24, 1783, he discovered~ 
what Paul and Luther before him had learned ... ~ 

" that a~ relationship with God comes through ~ 

faith in Jesus Christ rather than through our ~ 
own efforts. He experienced absolute assurance~~ 
that God had taken away his sins and saved him 

from th~ sin and death. 

t) 

't 
~ 

After this event, John Wesley and his ~ 
brother Charles, began spreading their newfound~ 
Gospel of God's love. They preached to the poor~ 

to the miners, to the factory workers of ~ 

of"Reo~ 'tho g~ns 1 a, at foHnd ~~~sekvs-s ants!ae of,;. 



The primary themes of this movement -

uniqu~mphasis ~thodist doctrine and 

belief are these: 

the@ 
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1. The Bible is our ultimate authority. 

2. Go<;l' s un~ ve_r_sal love for ~ people. 

3. Justification-entering into a right 
refat1onsh1p with God -~ faith in 

. -jesus Chr1st, and not by any so-called 
good works". 

4. Sanctification - a continuous growth 
toward perfect love and Scriptural 
holiness. 

5. The assurance of satyation which comes 
fhrougt the 1ndwe111ng of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives. 

6. Christian perfectioy achieved through 
personal holiness and social justice. 

Authority~ Scripture ... 

From the beginning of the Methodist 

movement in England and America, Methodists 

#~Y~~onsistently lifted up the Bible as the 

ultimate authority. John Wesley often said, 

" " L.et me be 2-, man of one book,. and this has 

permiated the theological , litergical and 

moral lifestyle of Methodism for over two 

centuries. With Wesley, we affirm that ~ 

§cripture i.e inspired of god,and contains 

everything essential for salvation. " The 

Spirit of God, not only inspired those who 

wrote the Bible, but continually inspires___. 

--~r~s•r•r_. ...... t~t~s~ .. .-·.sMtr-. those who read it with 
II 

earnest prayer. . 

Even thou~thodists have always held 

inspired Scripture to be ~ultimate /kl'lllt:Ji-11j 
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interpretation of the Bible. In addition to ~ 
this emphasis on the supreme authority of 

Scripture~~~-~~~~~'~ focus~ on the 

importance of .~uman reason, Church traditjon~ 

and the experience of the Holy Spirit as ,.. 
additional revelations of truth.Whenever the 

Bible and other means of recognizing truth are 

in conflict, ~~~~ seek to follow the 

Scriptures. However, we guard against erratic 

interpretation of Scripture through the 

balanced emphases of reason, tradition and 

experience. John Wesley wrote that ~i 

"reason is a fundamental principle with us, that 

religion and reason go hand in hand, and that 

all irrational religion is false religion.q 

Fearful that the evidence of reason and 

tradition might produce a cold formalism, he 
II 

#L~6wrote that the experience of the Holy Spirit in 

~~,Sl:-· o~ .'?.t1E __ }i ves · s holiness and :l);}Ol.J2..P}~e_ss, the 

image of God impressed on a cr.~ a ted Sp~_E.!...t:-.L. a 

:.? u nt:._ a i n..._ () f p e <; c ~_a r_:~ }:'?.Y ~ . _ s p E ipgj,!} g . .1~1?.., . ! ?. t .o 

everlasting life. 

~God's Love For All People ... 

The affirmation that God loves ~ persons, 

even when they are totally under.serving of that 

love, is at the heart of our Methodist belief. 

God not only loves eve~ person, because they 

are His creation, but He is actively reaching 

out with His lov.fnd forgiving us for turning 

away from Him.This activity of love and 

forgiveness which God extends to ev~y human 

being is His " grace" and it is active to 



some degree in every one of us at every stage 
(£) 

in our lives. 

(£)Justification .£y Faith: Available To All ... 

Along with nearly all Protestants, Methodists -affirm that the way in which a person enters 

into a right relationship with God ... is 

justified .. ·If by his or her faith and.££.!:. by 

any good works that he or she might have done. 

However, in contrast with some Protestants, 

Methodists have historically emphasized that 

this justified relationship with God is 

available~very person and not just a selected -few. The act of faith which brings about a 

justified relationship with God is an 

affirmation of the truth that God entered into 

the world as Jesus of Nazareth and the life, 

death and ressurection of Jesus made it possible 

for every person to be forgiven and put into~ 

f{''*"' relationship with God. il&I I J I l s s b sf 
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relationship with God is the beginning point 

in a ~ life in Christ, the point at which we 

accep~he freely-offered gift of God's 

forgivenes~f our turning away from Him and the 

point at which we redirect our lives toward Him. 



~ Sanctification: The Pursuit of Holiness Gf) 

The point in time at which we are 

justified by faith in Christ is the 

beginnin~ new life in Christ for ........... u~ . 

We enter into a new relationship with God, --and begin a lifelong pursuit of holiness, 

a personal quest for the loving qualities 

of Jesus Christ under the guidance and 

empowerment of the Holy Spirit. Sanctification 

is a continuous growth toward perfect love 

and Scriptural holiness. It is achieved 

through prayer, Bible study, worship, the 

sacraments, personal morality, social 

outreach and confrontation of J II I ta 
evil~and oppression. But, most of all, it is 

achieve~hrough faith. Just as faith i~ 
~y requirement for justification, _......... 

faith is also 

the only requirement for sanctification even 

though good works are its usual byproducts. 

With Wesley, modern Methodist~ffirm that 

from the moment we are justified py faith, 

there is sanctification ... a growing in grace, 

a daily advance in the knowledge and love of 

God. ftrast,n 2 ! II I Q '§fig§! ts} faith;~ 

•P- s sanstj 5
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r:i:J- The Assurance of Salvation ... 

One of the most important emphases which 

has ~ been at the heart of the Methodist 

movemen is our belief that we can have - . 
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absolute assurance that we have entered into 

a new relationship with God through our faith - ' in Jesus Christ.Through the activity of the 

Holy Spirit in us, we can know for certain 

that we are both justified and sanct~(ied, 

that we have accepted God's forgiveness, that 

we have entered into a new life in Christ, 

and tha.±e are growing ~ard a perfect state 

of holiness. This mystical experience of the 

Holy Spirit was first articulated by John 
Jl ,, 

Wesley after his moving Altersgate Experience 

when he wrote of the event and said," As the 

spea_k~£_,_,w~~ ,9es.cribi:t1g the chan_gE? .. which God 

works in the heart through faith in Chris~ 

I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I 

9id trust trf1f: .... 5%1~~~.J.O..I,!~ f .. or salvation, 

and an assuran~e was iven me that He had 

taken awa y sins, and saved me from the law 

of sin and death. " JiLl id ~· '1 tz posiD!Je 

as Flll!ii tz 1 rrimary 2TtJll!liL£ sf 
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~-- Christian Perfection Through Personal 
Holiness ... 

One of Methodism's most important 

contributions to the rest of the Christian 

d · \ tJV~d ' f h ' ' f t . worl 1s~1 octr1ne o C r1st1an per ec 1on. 

After a person has has begun the process of 



sanctification under the guidance of the ~ 
Holy Spirit, his or her goal is " You must 

be perfect just as your Father in heaveu 

is perfect~ One of John Wesley's favorite 

phrases was, " ~e lov,e Hi~c_ause He. f~rst 
~oy_edus..!-"Wesley regularly affirmed that 

Christian perfection was arriving at the 

state of perfect.love toward both God and 

other persons. He understood perfection to 

be the quality of perfect Christlike love 

which can keep persons from knowingly 

violating God's will and from conciously 

separating themselves from God's love. 

Even though this perfect love is achievable 
' h ' ' ' d . ..........,~ j In t IS life, It oes not make a~®~n 

...-: - ;#?" infallible. It does not keep from 

involuntary sin. It :::11 allow~or growth 

toward holiness~;;t. " This -
love 11 men 

erfect. And 

surely sue 

of God m~re mockery of human 

weakness." 

From its beginnings, Methodism has 

shown a balance between an emphasis on holy 

habits of personal morality and an emphasis 

on social confrontation of evil and 

opression in the world. Methodists see these 

twin emphases of Christian perfectio~n the 

*~s ;a :!1 n tf?aijt)Js of :Jerus j~~t~f Paul as 



as well as in the lives and teachings of~ 
early Methodist leaders ... John and Charles 

Wesley, Francis Asbury, Philip Otterbien, 

Jacob Albright, Richard Allen, James Varick, 

William Miles and Benjamin Roberts. The goal 
'-1> IR~c:r~."""-

of Christlike love has ~hodists for 

over two centuries to take courageous 

actions against war, violence, political, 

economic and social oppresion, slavery, 

racism, sexism, and other violations of 

human rights. This also includes our stance 

on abuses of alcohol, tobacco, drugs and 

gambling. Methodists, down through the 

years, have been driven by the cry of the 

sick, the hungry, the homeless, the poor 

the imprisoned, the lonely, and the 'P~"fSI~J 

ANOspiritually-starved multitudes of the world. 

We have responded in both personal and 

corporate ministry. With John Wesley, we 

affirm that true Shristianity cannot exist 

without both the inward experience and the 
)I =- ;t;__ ~=--~-====-,;_-=-:::::-~-==~ 

9utwa~~eractice o! justice, mercy and truth . 
icl ts gcnatnz illG£&±1"¥. 

Well, where are we today? John Wesley 

might have \Sfl.':?f{e, trouble recognizing 

the modern day United Methodist Church. 
"'\..6/ML./ 

However, with his~ for organization, 

methodical proceedure and ministry he 

would quickly understand it. Our growth 

since his time has been both our strength 
. '\..WP//CNIJ!/S.S__.-

and somet1mes our ~ 



The thing thaT distinguishes Methodism~ 
from other denominations is our organization 

for ministry at several levels that 

maintain " connectionsl links" with one 

another. Both clergy and laity are elected 

or appointed to sLI~~~tU~us governing 
bodies of the church. e hod1sm is similar 

to the American democratic form of 

government with~Jexecutive, legislative 

and judicial 'E:~~ill.-ur Bishops(the 

executive bransy) are elected ,.,.,~or } 1.-_~E;! ··~ 

from the ranks of_the clergy.( ( Judicial! 
_,..- ·- ~ -----~slJfll!'r--rf()l.rctlJfV· ::- > _. _.' 

~~onference in July ) Jhey function as both 
\... ~--~--...,..-_,",.__.,.,. .......... --···-"··· ,,..--. 

spiritual and administrative leaders for 

their respective areas~participate in 

governing the whole church organization . 

.. Conferences are the legislative bodies 

and are composed of both clergy and laity. 

1. The General C9nf~rencd which meets -every four years is the primary lawmaking 

body. 

2. There are five Jurisdictional Conferences 

which elect our Bishops and direct church 

programs. 

3. The Annual Conference is technically 

the basic unit of the church. We are in the 

East Ohio Conference( Ed and I). 

4. The District Conference is organized 

within the Annual Conference. We are in the 

Youngstown District. There are twelve 

districts in the East Ohio Qonference. 



@ 5. It is the Charge Conference that is the 

~verning body of the local church, or a local 

pastoral unit or charge. It is sometimes called 

a church conference . 

• finally , there is the Judicial Council 

;ith nine clergy and lay members. It is the 

court of ultimate appeal_ in the church. The 

authority of this unit of church government 

and the basis for all of its decisions comes 

from the Bible and the Methodist Book of 

Discipline. 

The Local Church is considered by Methodists to 

be the visible extension of Jesus Christ in the 

world today. Both ordained and lay ministers 

lead local congregations.~11'~~i every United 

Methodist is called to minister to others• The 

local church Council on Ministries recommends 

church programs to the Administrative Board. 

After approval by the Board, the Council sets 

up the neccessary committees to impliment them. 

Areas of local Methodist church work include: 

Christian unity, Christian education, 

Evangelism, Church and Society, Stewardship. 

Worship, Higher Education, Missions and Religion 

and Race A4.d D..fAert eh.-i-s4t'¥11 fVt!YW-s+Y'tf• 

Being a United Methodist means involvement in 
I 

prayer, worship and the two sacraments ... 

Baptism .,.+NO JftJfl..'f 4ofrlffiVNIPjA.}, 
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We are a £luralistis group, we Methodists. 

We are diverse in our expression of our 

religious conviction~ ... beliefsJ emphases and 

direction. Within this diversity~which comes 

from numerous ethnic backgrounds ... from 

metropolitan churches, innercity churches, 

suburban churches, small town churches and 

tiny country charges, there is the common core 

of truth which we affirm. It is thJ2iotal 

soverenty of God~he revelation of God in 

Yesus c ..... ~:r:-~t~·\l!e ~conti,nuing ~cti v~ ty OJ Gos.l in 

our lives ~ the Holy Spiri~Jrhe uni ueness 

~ ~cripture !l ~ reality .£1 ~ redeemed ~, 
(f)~ call to servanthood - to ~e and 

minister to others are Christian essentials 
.._ - -r= 

w~ich w~ gladly proclaim. There is among us 

Methodists a willingness to think and l_~! __ :t::hink 

as long as beliefs are tested by experience~ 

scrigtur~ _ '::: reason and tradi tio:u. 

Apostle Paul in 1st Corinthians states it 

well when he says: " Men have different gifts, 

but it is the same spirit that gives them. There 

are many ways of serving God, but it is the 

same Lord who is served. God works through 

different men in different ways, but it is the 

same God who achieves His purpose through 

them all. Each of us is given our gifts by the 

Holy Spirit to use for the common good." 


