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Y OUR CONNEGTIONAL CHURCH

01d Testement - Genesis 9/ 8-17
New Testement - Hebrews 9/ 11-22

Our 01d Testement lesson ‘this morning tells of

' s PRO01ISE
God's " Rainbow Covenant'™ 1s people that

He would never again send another flood to
destroy the earth. In our New Testement Lesson
Paul talks to the Hebrews about Jesus. He tells
THEM that Jesus came as a mediator of a New
Covenant in order that He who died on the
R ———————
cross would promise us that we would receive
an eteﬁzé} inheritance of everlasting life.
a person will’a promise

to committ his worldly goods to another after

. _ >0 DD, .
his death, :

Jesus will‘.’us eternal life after His death.

The Statement of Doctrine adopted by thel972
General Conference of the United Methodist
Church affirms that gll valid Christian doctrine
is born from our response in faith to the

wonderous gl nystry of God's love in
Jesus Christ as recorded in the Scriptures. e

acknowledge belief in the Triune God - Father,
Son'and Holz SEirit. The Statement also reminds

us that the theological substance of our
Methodist heritage begins with the biblical . vis
witness to God's reality as our Creator and to
His gracious self-involvement in our daily

lives. What does this mean to usf
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RE AND OWE/ sur, C%,
We MetnhoaistsYaround the Worle/

theology, structure and enthusiasm to our
founder , John Wesley who was a priest in the
Church of England.

ThrQughout his boyhood, student years and
\EARLY = Y

$“oriesthood, JohnpMesley fucused his life
religiously trying to satisfy the demands
of religion as he understood them. But, his
efforts led ultimately to a sense of dispair,

failure and anxiety about his relationship to

EHOZH €F ENGLAND,

/4

God. Then, in a prayer meeting on Aldersgate

U/

Street in London on May 24, 1783, he discovered
what Paul and Luther before him had learned...
that a new relationship with God comes through

faigh in Jesus Christ rather than through our

own efforts. He experienced absolute assurancey
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that God ha?ﬂ;aken away his sins and saved him g

from thg\ﬁip’gg sin and death. T

After this event, John Wesley and his s

brother Charles, began spreading their newfoumd§

Gospel of God's love. They preached to the poorw

to the miners, to the factory workers of t

nd i of ?
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Charles Wesley remained Anglican priests and
encouraged participation in the sacrements of
the Church of England, Rﬁéir preaching, teaching,
writing, organizational skills and inspirational
leadership founded a movement which was to have

world-wide implications.
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The primary themes of this movement -
uniquelemphasis offMethodist doctrine and
belief are these:

1. The Bible is our ultimate authority.

2. God's universal love for g%% people.

3. Justification-entering into a right
relationshlp with God -by faith din

iesus Chrig;, and not by any so-called
good works".

4. Sanctification - a continuous growth
Towara perfect love and Scriptural

holiness.
> Mﬁ‘&%&%&ﬁm which comes
rough the i1ndwelling of the Holy Spirit
in our lives.
6. Christian Rerfgg;égg achieved through
personal holiness and social justice.

(:) Authoritx of Scrigture...
——

From the beginning of the Methodist
movement in England and America, Methodists
ﬁﬁhVEggonsisteg;;y lifted up the Bible as the
ultimate authority. John Wesley often said,

4
" Let me be a man of one book, and this has

permiated the theological , litergical and
moral lifestyle of Methodism for over two
centuries. With Wesley, we affirm that all
Scripture is inspired of God,and contains

v
everything essential for salvation. " The

Spirit of God, not only inspired those who

wrote the Bible, but continually inspires e

those who read it with

14
earnest prayer.

Even thoéﬁﬁf&ithodists have always held
inspired Scripture to be\bg:zs/hltimateih”%mqﬁ%
por HERITAGE HAS PROTECTED ps FROM
RoTH NARROW LIBERALISM pup KAPDICAL



interpretation of the Bible. In addition to 69

this empha51s on the supreme authority of

/2
Scriptureyp eaiag—Meé%g&tem focus”” on the

importance of human reasony Church tradifion,

and the experience of the Holy Spirit as

additional revelations of truth.Whenever the

s

Bible and other means of recognizing truth are

in conflict, ; seek to follow the
Scriptures. However, we guard against erratic
interpretation of Scripture through the
balanced emphases of reason, tradition and
experience. John Wesley wrote that = =

"reason is a fundamental principle with us, that

religion and reason go hand in hand, and that
V4

all irrational religion is false religion.

Fearful that the evidence of reason and
tradition %ight produce a cold formalism, he
ALSe wrote that the experience of the Holy Spirit in

image of God impressed on a created Spirit, a

fountain of peace and love springing up into

yr e
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everlasting life.
(ﬁg} God's Love For All People...

The affirmation that God loves all persons,

even when they are totally underserving of that
love, is at the heart of our Methodist belief.
God not only 1oves'gxs£¥ person, because they
are His creation, but He is actively reaching
out with His lov%%nd forgiving us for turning
away from Him.This activity of love and
forgiveness which God extends to evegry human

being is His " grace" and it is active to



some degree in every one of us at every stage

in our 1lives.

C:)Justification by Faith: Available To All...
Along with nearly all Protestants, Methodists

affirm that the way in which a person enters
into a right relationship with God...is
justified...ﬂ by his or her faith and not by
any good works that he or she might have done.
However, in contrast with some Protestants,
Methodists have historically emphasized that
this justified relationship with God is
availablé every person and not just a selected

few. The act of faith which brings about a

justified relationship with God is an
affirmation of the truth that God entered into
the world as Jesus of Nazareth and the life,
death and ressurection of Jesus made it possible
for every person to be forgiven and put into 4
RIe#T relationship with God. Srissmmivissmssyms
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reiationship with God is the beginning point

in a pew life in Christ, the point at which we
acceptithe freely—offered gift of God's
forgivenesspf our turning away from Him and the

point at which we redirect our lives toward Him.



(j:; Sanctification: The Pursuit of Holiness <::>

The point in time at which we are
justified by faith in Christ is the
beginninsﬁgﬁkg-new life in Christiforuus.

et
We enter into a new relationship with God,

and begin a lifelong pursuit of holiness,

a personal guest for the loving gualities
of Jesus Christ under the guidance and

empowerment of the Holy Spirit. Sanctification

is a continuous growth toward perfect love
and Scriptural holiness. It is achieved
through prayer, Bible study, worship, the
sacraments, personal morality, social
outreach and confrontation of eseEENNEEe

evil,and oppression. But, most of all, it is

achievedthrough faith. Just as faith ig the
Lo i

only requirement for justification, h

ol ess N, f2ith is also

utiiomteesmnan..

the only requirement for sanctification even

though good works are its usual byproducts.

With Wesley, modern Methodistdaffirm that

from the moment we are justified by faith,

there is sanctification...a growing in grace,

a daily advance in the knowledge and love of
God.

-

ég;FThe Assurance of Salvation...

One of the most important emphases which

has a been at the heart of the Methodist

movementis our belief that we can have
k|
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absolute assurance that we have entered into

a new relationship with God through our faith

in Jesus Christ.Through the activity of the

Holy Spirit in us, we can know for certain

that we are both justified and sanctified,

that we have accepted God's forgiveness, that
we have entered into a new life in Christ,
and thagge are growing toward a perfect state
of holiness. This mystical experience of the
Holy Spirit was first articulated by John

4 "W
Wesley after his moving Altersgate Experience

when he wrote of the event and said," As_ the

speaker was describing the change which God

works in the heart through faith in Christ

I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I

did trust Z Ti.i;-aéréyggg‘for salvation,

and an assurance was given me that He had

taken awaymy sins, and saved me from the law

of sin and death. " jsisistiveramdpiniemmmommnpieg:

Christian Perfection Through Personal
Holiness...

One of Methodism's most important
contribu%%ons to the rest of the Christian
[ :
world is g doctrine of Christian perfection.

After a person has has begun the process of

sl



sanctification under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit, his or her goal is " You must

be perfect just as your. Father in heavepn

is perfect. One of John Wesley's favorite
S —

phrases was, " We love Himbecause He,f}rst

loved us."Wesley regularly affirmed that
Christian perfection was arriving at the
state of perfect‘ love toward both God and
other persons. He understood perfection to
be the quality of perfect Christlike love
which can keep persons from knowingly
violating God's will and from conciously
separating themselves from God's 1love.
Even though this perfect love is achievable
in thlS life, it does not make ;ﬁggléan
infallible. It does hot keep Ei-‘ from
involuntary sin. It still alloQQE;r growth

U T
toward holiness it can be lost. " This

much is certain," wrote Wesley, " thez that

love God with all their heart and all men

re scrigpurglly perfect. And

here are; otherwise the promise

as themselves

surely suc

of God would bga mere mockery of human

weakness."
e

From its beginnings, Methodism has
shown a balance between an emphasis on holy
habits of personal morality and an emphasis
on social confrontation of evil and
opression in the world. Methodists see these

twin emphases of Christian perfectionlin the

aestef Paul as




as well as in the lives and teachings ofCE9
early Methodist leaders ...John and Charles
Wesley, Francis Asbury, Philip Otterbien,
Jacob Albright, Richard Allen, James Varick,
William Miles and Benjamin Roberts. The goal
of Christlike 1love has%ists for
over two centuries to take courageous
actions against war, violence, political,
economic and social oppresion, slavery,
racism, sexism, and other violations of
human rights. This also includes our stance
on abuses of alcohol, tobacco, drugs and
gambling. Methodists, down through the
years, have been driven by the cry of the
sick, the hungry, the homeless, the poor
the imprisoned, the lonely, and the ?H'{SICME_‘]
AMP spiritually-starved multitudes of the world.
We have responded in both personal and
corporate ministry. With John Wesley, we

affirm that true Christianity cannot exist

without both the inward experience and the

outward practice of justice, mercy and truth
e =
R .
Well, where are we today? John Wesley
, \\ S@mﬁé L
might have trouble recognizing

the modern day United Methodist Church.
2 EAL

However, with his for organization:
methodical proceedure and ministry he
would quickly understand it. Our growth

since his time has been both our strength

. \WEAKNMNESS —
and sometimes our .



The thing tha¥ distinguishes Methodism
from other denominations is our organization
for ministry at several levels that
maintain " connectionsl links" with one
another. Both clergy and laity are elected
or appointed to serve on various governing
bodies of the chu%?%%c%gm is similar
to the American democratic form of

government with e executlve, legislative

and jﬁdicial\gganeé ur Blshogssthe
executive brangb) are elected for llfe

from the ranks of the clergy (( Jud1c1al
”“““??W"ﬁ“ﬁmyﬂféﬁ“”
*Conference in July Ehey function as both

e

splrltual and admlnlstratlve leaders for
their respective areas, participate in
governing the whole church organization.

"Conferences are the legislggive bodies

and are composed of both clergy and laity.
The General Qggfs;g ce which meets

every four years is the primary lawmaking

body.

2. There are five Jurisdictional Conferences

which elect our Bishops and direct church

programs.

3. The Annual Conference is technically

the basic unit of the church. We are in the

East Ohio Conference{ E4d and I).

4. The District Conference is organized

within the Annual Conference. We are in the

Youngstown District. There are twelve

districts in the East Ohio @Qonference:



5. It is the Charge Conference that is the (:)
governing body of the local church, or a local

pastoral unit or charge. It is sometimes called
a church conference. p
S <}
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4P Finally , there is the Judicial Councild ¢
with nine clergy and lay members. It is the

court of ultimate appeal in the church. The

authority of this unit of church government
and the basis for all of its decisions comes
from the Bible and the Methodist Book of

Discipline.

The Local Church is considered by Methodists to
be the visible extension of Jesus Christ in the
world today. Both ordained and lay ministers
lead local congregations.w every United
Methodist is called to minister to othersg The
local church Council on Ministries recommends
church programs to the Administrative Board.
After approval by the Board, the Council sets

up the neccessary committees to impliment them.

Areas of local Methodist church work include:
L e e
Christian unity, Christian education,
Evangelism, Church and Society, Stewardship.

Worship, Higher Education, Missions and Religion

and Race and ofhere Lhwstran m;m.v*sﬁ'?.

Being a United Methodist means involvement in

prayer, worship and the two sacraments...

gaptism #IQ/V‘D #0”-7 éﬂmn?ﬂlv/pl\*’;



We are a gluralistis group, we Methodistig:)
We are diverse in our expression of our
religious convictions’ﬁ beliefs, emphases and
direction. Within this diversitxfwhich comes
from numerous ethnic backgrounds...from e
metropolitan churches, innercity churches,
suburban churches, small town churches and
tiny country chargesy there is the common core
of truth which we affirm. It is théZ%gEg;
soverenty of Godgj%he revelation of God in

Jesus Christ he continuing activity of God in
s s e g

our lives as the Holy Spiriézrrhe unigueness

of scrigture{z%gg reality of the redeemed life,

(E)the call to servanthood - to serve Eﬂg

minister to others are Christian essepti S
e ——

EEiCh we gladly proclaim. There is among us

Methodists a willingness to think and let think

as long as beliefs are tested by experience,

scripture , reason and tradition.

Apostle Paul in 1st Corinthians states it
well when he says: " Men have different gifts,
but it is the same spirit that gives them. There
are many ways of serving God, but it is the
same Lord who is served. God works through
different men in different ways, but it is the
same God who achieves His purpose through
them all. Each of us is given our gifts by the

Holy Spirit to use for the common good."

TN This then is our church...a connectional

A : — .
~ jChurch in mission ...the United Methodist

7 Church SHABRING /N THE werk. OF THE LOCAL
CHUREH , FOLLOWING THE TERLHINGS 68 JESUS,
KMORIING DU PURPESE /n/ 0P 5 vOZEL AND
bOD'S CONCERN I£p Ot LIVES:  Linien.



