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Every month I receive magazineS~ ''--=Moe~~ affi: 

Ce• e 8tz~· • 'ilfle\§SiX9~~aa~7\ti?tsle~ 

-trn,;ttgadc:::~~~e~i~, 

'h4a6iiii ~s sMc2~'LQn8. The December, 1999 issue t!>F OtJ~ DFTf+E-M 

featured interviews with a number of people with diversified 
\.flleq were. c ,4~Ke::o~ ro ~...of;~ 

backgrounds.e8Reeraift~ ~heir~~ci~into the new 

century before us ... particularly the first ten years. Yeeafr~e F&~. 
-......__ €e_ fJ'!/11 E Nrt AI 6-- AuLfL--
~ee5RiR,~ and the family, Dr. John Gray, author of 

11 Men Are From Mars, Women Are From Venus and Children Are 

From Heaven" commented ... 11 Communications technology ai}Q 

flexible work times will became more common. The~~i~l 
r-

tend to keep the bonds of the family together. W~e!'!s' 

~ing power will dramatically increase thereby creating 
\.i»O 'R k.JJ.}v 

~w challenges for relationships,and more time for ~ aRj' 
\ ?41Gt!M~ . h h . . . 
~o spend w1t t e1r fam1l1es. Internet school 

gssignments will be available to students going on 
..__________:::-------· 

vacation so families can take vacations that do not )..lee,t:rslj/JRILlf 

~oorespond with regular school vacation times.* 

Concerning travel, Buzz Aldrin , astronaut, moon 1valker, 

fighter pilot, recipient of the Presidential Medal of 

Freedom and holder T 

ha.d this to say, 

The Internet and the usual earthl suffice 

fer some. I think it will be a minimum of at least 12 years 

before we see any space travel of that nature, and that 

~nds on our abilities to educate the people about it. 

~ld be 30 to 40 years before it happens. - - ---
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First, there will be II day orbit~''«• me••· 
<- ~ 

~~ 
ih 1v1th 

Eeo21e_Jloing up into orbit around the earth and coming back 

down the same day. Then, there will be people who 1vill want 
(r-

to stay in space a while, so there will be orbiting hotels -
in space as well. That conceivably happen within the next --
10 to 15 years. 

,, 

J. W. Merriott, Chairman and CEO of Merriott Hotels 

International conunented, 11 J:Iotel. design will continue to 

evolve toward ma.""<:imizing functionabili ty "\vhile incorporating 

~everal exciting ideas ~designs and decores that are 

emerging from regions a around the world. We w'll see 

~he addition of technology that will contribute to more 

productive business and leisure experiances : 

Ccncerning the weather ... Al RoJ<er, weather caster and 

feature reporter for NBC's Today Show corrnnented, 11 If the 

past few seasons are any indication, weather systems and 

~heir accompanying storms may become increasingly mor~ 

~evere. Periods o drought, floodin 

have become more numerous in the last ten years, and that 

·will probably continue into the next decade." 

Well, so much for those diverse prognostigations 

that could affect our worldly lives, but 1vhat ·will be 

the future of our s iritual live 'n the first ten ears 

of the new century that stretches out before us. Before 

we gaze into 

condition of 

look at the present 

Trinity congregation. 

All across America there is a growing disinterest in 

what is happening in most of the main line denominations. 

Young people, young adults, young families, mid-lifers 

and seniors are not too concerned about the church 



beyond their local congregations. Many will, or have 

changed their denominational cammittment if their spiritual 

needs~re not being met. OVer 2 million members of the 

United Methodist Church have done that in the last 20 years. 

&> r~ J & 4J..L-idvrjJ&r owre0i£<?__ 'U.4Y \lY.!€/J It~is int~resting to note\here that Trinity the only 

church n E e YOUngs~town District tha~had argain in 

membership each year for the past six years. I woul 
~-a~ ---

venture to say that Trinity ~probably one of the churches 

in the East Ohio Con~rence to increase membership each 

year for the last six years. 
\.. = 

So, how should we as a congregation respond to this ? 

Our voices must be heard loud and clear that we intend to 

work to strengthen the gospel message here in Trinity, our 

local church. By our actions and activity we demonstrate 

our willingness to work with our Pastor, Dr. Kline to reach 

out into our congregation and to others with the gospel 

message ... right here ... right now A~ ,4 sr~on/6- 111 ~T~CCJ'PDlATI9-tv' cHc.Jttflt-. 
OUR 

Dr. Kline presented his thoughts concerning this at ~ 

~ charge confrence ~ Nov~ber of last year. As our 

pastoral leader1he is hopin~the year 2000 2 2 Trinity~ 
congregation will decide to make the transition from certain 

'tt '' ' ' II ' ' comm1 ees to M1n1stry Teams. By do1ng th1s we should see a 

dramatic increase in the number of people participating in 

the "hands on" ministry here at Trinity. In the 1veeks ahead 

Dr. Kline will share with us his vision for a number of 

ministry teams. There are numerous areas of interest. We 

will be asked to review Lhe var'ous ministry teams and 
- E 0/r/ f~ /# t '#U:U 

prayerfully cons1der e wish to participate. Let me share 

some of his thoughts for ministry teams with you. 
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NURSERY CHILD CARE (AGEs-f'::24 MONTHS) 

TODDLER ROOM CARE (AGES 24-36 MONTHS) 

ttr-r ~L- SUNDAY SCHOOL :PRo&?J\m ~wi1+ 

('l~vJ ~HILDREN'S SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

~CATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

YOUTH LEADER'S TEAM 

CONFIRMATION TEAM 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL 

YOUTH PRAYER TEAM 

VOLLEYBALL\ 1\.. ~ 7 ~~ L .flttfSll?d-L r""IVR 
BASKETBALL .J 

~D~ 
'6f.J~ ~I> CHURCH PICNIC ,._ 'Jj iS 5 s tr~ 

FAMILY RETREATS 
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1 WORSHIP: 
I fJffi~t~> 

h 

MUSIC: 

~ 

ALTAR 

COMMUNION - ~ ifWIZ 

USHERS - I 1\f ~~ 

LITURGISTS - (JJ:'tk9t7 ~cup- !iliib 

ACOLYTES - fJ11J/lt t1fl /fJfiJINb-­

GREETERS - I ed i rr«: l Y' ~W 

YOUTH CHOIR·- ~m 'tit'tUtz IJf))tY €\Ulrrx- oA. JfP/IV 
\11\-e: ~~ t.. @ H t? I fZ.. 

SPECIAL MUSIC VOCALS :::r5-i27Zi/tL(Z;;t7- p()s~l ~£.'-( 
. 12-..f:Z-~ J T ~ ":> 

SPECIAL MUSIC INSTRUMENTAL 

FAITH DEVELOPMENT: 

;o cl 
CONTAGIOUS CHRISTIANS 

1
' 

STEWARDSHIP 

PRAYER CHAIN 
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PRAYER VIGILS 

HEALING SERVICE 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

SMALL GROUP LEADERS 

1
' SOUL CARE

11 /tZvtrVV\ 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH: 

CHURCH CONNECTION TEAM 

VISITATION ON FIRST TIMERS • 1 lA-If 1/'/5(] t9-(/~fV 

VISITATIONHOSPITALIZED ~ 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

HOSPICE 

UNITED METHODIST COMMUNITY CENTER -\h?~~~.S 

WORK MISSION TEAM 

NEIGHBORHOOD BIBLE STUDY- IN 1'/-lf)m ~;s. ·-
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, HIV AIDS SUPPORT MINISTRY TEAM 

SUPPORT SERVICES (PEOPLE): 

(o ALCOHOLIC'S ANONYMOUS 

OVEREATER'S ANONYMOUS 

UNITEDMETHODISTWOMEN ·-1111 PJ..~ 

UNITED METHODIST MEN -ltV ?L~ 

SUPPORT SERVICES (CHURCH): 

/ 
C> OFFICE MAILING HELPERS -ro ?R:O e~&t:.:,~ 1 ~ ll)-.(:: S 6£9~, fQJA-4f!_ 

OFFICE HELPERS ~~-ll.itt£8-J.-,f::-iL..t/VG; ~ etXP'fiiV~J 7t(P1,v~ 

PHOTOGRAPHY ~ 

COMMUNICATION- -r~Vl 
I~ 

BABY SITTING - ~'Vl 
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ADMINISTRATIVE MINISTRIES: 

I-ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD - I IV f7J.-~~ 

1 . , COORDINATING COMMITTEE -

FINANCE COMMITTEE o/1 I Jl' p J..M (t: 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE___. ;V pt,~ 

-.::::::-PERMANENT ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE ..-/'V'f?;uf- .U ~rv(2il 
r->15111~ ~:p~V. 

PASTOR-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE --ltV 17~ 

TRUSTEES _I ;V v ~- l:/}1?1 lA<- f:1/lll't:> s wort/c.. e bNtiNVJIIi" 

QU!rfi- 4-- Pv'1--Uk~~-
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ymen we joined The United Methodist Church we were aslced 

l'Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church and 

uphold it with your prayers, your presence, your gifts and 

your s2rvice_? And, you answ·ered "I will." Consider what 

that means. 

1 I WILL UPHOLD THE CHURCH WI'IH MY PRAYERS ••• From the very 

beginning earnest followers of Jesus Christ experienced, 

and bore 1vitness to,the pow·er of prayer. The desiciples 

and others who were committed followers of Jesus continued 

1~ sbadfast ~ prayer and supplication.Like all the saints 

before us - those who l~t he light• love1 an~wer of 
' ()C> 

God radiate from them, we ust strive to continually 

acknowledge our dependance upon God . We u t al1vays be 
\ ~ tflt. 'f11!EN ~ 

mindful that this church - r:trini ty Churc "The ~ot -
God 11 .J/f;rnust bear 1vitness to our relationship with God •• , 

our Creator, our Heavenly Father, and in doing so become 

instruments of His peace and P9Wer. Keen this 

A praying church is a st~en we pray fo\~~~~~--r-~ 
c-~n we pra~~ each other,-when we pray for our pastor, 

his wife and{ family, when we pray for all the "tvork corrnni tted 

to our church-God'schurch ... ~!and only then,does Trinity 

become a vital and effective part of the total Church of 

Christ. Upholding Trinity church by prayer is something 

everyone can do. Circumstances rna prohibit some of our 
j A/ {)(.I~ ,4-t. TJ tiTl J;S 

members from tota participation , but everyone, from the 

youngest toddr~~\~ those of us "tvho are senior in age t: sa 
'txl" · 1 .,::: 71~~ uphold this dear church with'3IIR,I prayerE 



(!J)~ 
I WILL UPHOLD THE CHURCH WITH MY PRESENCE ... This vow -

calls for dedication of all three areas of our being .•. BodX, 

mind, and ~oirit. By being present at the services in God's 

Church 1ve strengthen our own individual relationships 1-vith 

God the Father, Jesus the Son,and the Holy Spirit in us. 

By being present in .:t_his church, God's Church, we extend 

this life-transforming influence into the lives of others 

who attend services here. I should mention here that there 

is an experience that we feel when this sanctuary is 

comforably filled which simply does not occur when it is 

only partially filled. There is a lift to the soul 1-vhen we 
. . . "'- -rllr> _/"'h h . . . . are a part of a ~ongregat1on f1ll1ng~hurc , JOlnlng 1n 

the singing of hymns, listening to the Scriptures being 

rea~d the offering of unison and pastoral prayers. It's 

a feeling we do not experience in a half filled sanctuary, 

in a small group or alone. In addition, it's a fact that 

a preacher preaches with more emphasis and gusto when the 

sanctuary is full. 

I WILL UPHOLD THE CHURCH WI'IH MY GIFTS ... Having come 

through a three-year capital funds campaign
1

and having a 

continuing sizable budget raised every yearJwe can readily 

appreciate why we should nurture our lives through prayer, 

and participation in 1-vorship services, and Jceep our minist.:ry 
'-.J1f!~ / here in downtown Youngstown vital and real. We know· that~ 

takes our financial support and demands our particular~NVNVJ~~ 

attention at all times. The Apostle Paul considered that 

ff t . . b d . '\. IS 1/"f1!= /. . . e ec 1ve, respons1 le ste1var sh1p Wan ·1nd1v1dua1 and 

congrega-tional way of acknd'ledging /n our partnership and 
I 

spiritua1~~~~4/ indebtedness to God for His generous 

l) ~ 1 N d ~~ v 7 @e+Kt .:>(. 
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~P~'\-ve acJm<!b.edg_e that God is the sovereign owner of all 

things~including our lives ... When we give real evidence of 

our gratitude to God for His immeasurable gift of salvation 

in Jesus Christ •.. When we present an actual part of ourselves 

in the form our financial support of His Church both here 

and around the world~we are respoNding to God's love as we 

experience it from day to day ... ~e W upholding this 
16. ~ tz.c 

church by our financial giving... in the total 

ministery of His Church. 

I WILL UPHOLD THE CHURCH WITH "MY SERVICE ... The most 

distinctive mark of the early followers of " The Way ".:~ 
II , , II , -

which "\vould later become The Chr1st1an ChurchJ'vJas the1r 

eagerness to be of Chris~~:Vice to others. Thay had 

heard Jesus say , " If any man would come after me, let 

him deny himself and take up his cross and follO\v me". 

They had learned from Jesus that "whosoever seeks to save his 

life shall lose it, but whosoever shall lose his life 

shall preserve it." What does this mean? Well, we all have 

our individual crosses to bear in our daily lives. When we 

dvrell on them e...xcessively we become almost to a point of 

paralization. But, when our minds are focused on the 

woAKings of this, or any other church
1
our crosses seem 

easier to bear. Paul said it 1vell in his letter to the 

Corinthian church. He vrrote, " There are different ways of 

serving, but it is th~~rd who is being served. There 

are different abilities to perform service , but it is the 
I( 

same God who imparts those abilities to us ... then Paul goes 

on to list some of the needs of the church. A few minutes 

ago ~eard me \fi,J down Dr. Kline' s "Vision List" . There 

are numerous ways to serve Trinity in that list.Ji§Lil~ 

" 
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When we uphold the church by our JJeiDce ~rff!:l 
upholding our very Lord who said ,"In as much as you 

did it unto the least of these my brethern you did it 

unto me." God is asking us today as He did in the days 

of the Prophet Isaiah ... " Whom shall I send, and who will 

go for us? And H~s to respond " Here I am Lord. 

Send me." 

Dr. Kline wrote this in his pastoral report at our -
charge conference last November. Commenting on his vision 

for TJ!(inity for the year 2000 and beyond, he wrote, 11 

Pour goal ~d ministry is to study, share and serve. Our role 

as a congregation can be summed up in the words of St. Paul 

" Each has his/her own special gift from God. One of one 

kind and one of another. 11 Ou& concern iS fo our people 
------------· - ,vet-'- A-S -
within the vmlls of Trinity Church as those outside her 

11 • • walls. In our serv1ce to all of God's ch1ldren whom God -
dearly lovesJwe find ourselves in the mission of our church. 

The church is most assuredly the means of God's salvation 

to the world0~nd~ are His instruments of service ... just 
(~~ /ttvf) 11-L':I 

as 1ve ~ 1vi th our own special talents big or small. 

It is a cause and purpose for which we must organize now 
'~ . .J)Citll _/') 13ttVJdT1it>tJ~t.. 

and in the years to~ in the 21st Century. Let us r 4¥ F~,_. .... . 

Father, as we approach this new year 2000, and the years 
that come afteiJrant that by ~ 9f ~ prati;n;J together, 
~iving together and §_erving together we will build ~ 
Church, ~is church to Your Service. Grant that by using the 
gifts and graces you have given each one of us1w~vill 
truly be a C~f~h~lled with Your Holy Spiritu~~fower 
~t !.! i 7 7 ±~ to minister to ourselves ancty6thers 
in so many -ways •* Hii 9"rar t e help pna s · 2 l!!'tS. 

In Jesus name we thankfully pray. Amen . 

..(~·"-·-· 


