SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2000

THE MESSAGE TITLE:

TEXT: JOHN 19:30

JESUS SPEAKS, "IT IS FINISHED"

BREMINDSR-OF GENESIS 1:1. .. "IN THE BEGINNING, GOD CREATED THE

HEAVENS AND THE EARTH."

M THAT’S WHAT IT SAYS! ... GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH.
me———

14 DokEsw'T
IT DOESN’T SAY GOD %\QE THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH . .. SAY

HE ZEROXED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH . .. OR BUILT OR DEVELOPED. ..

p——r———

OR MASS—PRODUCJE_D ...NO...THE WORD IS SIMPLE . . . GOD CREATED THE

—

HEAVENS AND THE EARTH.

.. CREATING IS SOMETHING FAR
W

DIFFERENT THAN CONSTRUCTING . . . TRE-BH-FERENCE 1S PREFFT OBVIOUS =
N 4o GoorC

CONSTRUCT SOMETHING, IT USUALLY MEANS ENGAGING-@8& HANDS,
—



THINK ABOUT SOMETHING YOU’VE CREATED . .. A PAINTING PERHAPS ... OR A

SONG ... OR LINES OF POETRY ... THAT YOU HAVE NEVER SHOWN TO ANYONE.

A/ CR A Bric HOCIE
ORZE3EM MAYBE %OG HOUSE B&=EEE-BREEFARD.

1P
I Oo\Y S ... HOW YOU FEEL TOWARD THAT
{é}&fﬂ'l 4% (
CREATION ... GOOD?...THOPE SO!...PROUD?...

EFHING-OR WHEN YOU CREATE SOMETHING, YOU’RE

PUTTING YOURSELF INIT ... AND, IT’S FAR GREATER THAN AN ORDINARY

ASSIGNMENT OR A TASK .. . IT’S AN EXPRESSION OF YOU.

e /NG 2
. OF AL DON’T KNOW

ABOUT CREATION, THERE IS ONE THING THAT WE DO KNOW ... GOD DID IT WITH

HoMO ZAND
A SMILE!!




I BELIEVE GOD HAD A BLAST PAINTING THE STRIPES ON THE ZEBRA! . ..

HANGING THE STARS IN THE SKY! . .. PUTTING GOLD IN THE SUNSET! . . . &=5

... "WHAT CREATIVITY!"

STRETCHING THE NECK OF THE GIRAFFE . .. WHAT CREATIVITY!
\ Froede's
PUTTING "FLUTTER" INTO THE WINGS ...PLANTING THE

GIGGLE IN THE HY AENA!

WHAT A TIME GOD HAD .. . LIKE A WHISTLING CARPENTER IN HIS WORKSHOP.z

L g
GOD LOVED EVERY FIT.

5 STIVE EFFRE

SWORRK.. . . SO INTENT WAS
THAT HE TOOK A DAY OFF AT THE END OF THE WEEK . .. JUST TO REST! . . .

AND, THAT M SETS A PERFECT EXAMPLE FOR ALL OF US.

/s A
AND THEN, FINALE TO A BRILLIANT PERFORMANCE, GOD MADE MAN!

N
WITH HIS TYPICAL CREATIVE FLAIR, HE BEGA SELESS MOUND OF DIRT



AND ENDED WITH AN INVALUABLE SPECIES CALLED A HUMAN BEING. A

HUMAN WHO HAD THE UNIQUE HONGR TO BEAR THE STAMP "MADE IN THE

IMAGE OF GOD"

AT THIS POINT IN THE STORY, ONE WOULD BE TEMPTED TO JUMP AND CLAP .4M

SheuT "BRAVO ) _EncorE 1 . UNMATCHABLE ,, . BEAUTIFUL !"
BECAVSE AT
BUT THE APPLAUSE WOULD BE PREMATURE. \THE DIVINE A YET TO

AP

UNVEIL HIS GREATEST CREATION. «— (fper /@4 AT AT WAS |

, An/
ATan (V THEEPRIE ot artes T omsr)
AS THE STORY UNFOLDS, kaém

GOD AND MAN.

e

T H THE CH/ ~XERS N SCENES CH SREPEARE

ENDLESSLX F




-

&

4¢0
GOD STILL | THE COMPASSIONATE CREATOR . .. WOOS HIS CREATION w

¢ : HE CREATION, ALTERNATELY REACHES OUT IN REPENTANCE AND RUNS IN

REBELLION.

IT IS WITHIN THIS SIMPLE SCRIPT THAT GOD’S CREATIVITY FLOURISHES. IF YOU
(@WD THE AMIMALS |
THOUGHT HE WAS IMAGINATIVE WITH THE SEA 282 THE STARS,IJW

Wy HE 1BIBUE)
MREAMAT HE DOES TO&% HIS CREATION! . . . BRSS=RerEiameTO

HE—

%@WL A NINETY YEAR OLD WOMAN GETS PREGNANT.
WOMAN O SALT.
A FLOOD BLANKETS THE EARTH.J

s )0 FLOMES
A BUSH , BUT DOESN’T BURN UP.

THE RED SEA SPLITS IN TWO.

THE WALLS OF JERICHO FALL.

THESIEERARS FIRE. R4 /Mo EROM THE SKiy.




©

YOU TALK ABOUT "SPECIAL EFFECTS!" . .. BUT THESE ACTS ... BE THEY EVER

INGENIOUS . .. STILL COULDN’T COMPARE WITH WHAT WAS TO COME.

DURING THE CLIMAX OF THE STORY, GOD, MOTIVATED BY LOVE AND

Human Bé/ne
DIRECTED BY DIVINITY, SURPRISED EVERYONE . .. GOD BECAME A Mg

————
Pmaner' Goo wimt Us,

IN AN UNTOUCHABLE MYSTERY, HE DISGUISED HIMSELF AND LIVED IN A DUSTY

; AL B> F/
JUDEAN VILLAGE, NAZARETH.

DETERMINED TO PROVE HIS LOVE FOR HIS CREATION, HE WALKED INCOGNITO

HeaLer
THROUGH HIS OWN WORLD ... HIS CALLOUSED HANDS OUNDS AND 9155465‘5:

\WE’I/T IS, Wit THE Gooy A1 5 -
HIS COMPASSIONATE OUCHED HEARTS.

? ... HE BECAME ONE OF US.

LIKE A MASTER PAINTER, GOD RESERVED HIS MASTERPIECE UNTIL THE END. . . .

AND, THE EARLIER ACTS OF LOVE HAD BEEN LEADING TO THIS ONE .




THE ANGELS HUSHED, WTHE HEAVENS PAUSED TO WITNESS THE FINALE.

unveieE”Z
GOD HE CANVASS,AND THE ULTIMATE ACT OF CREATIVE

\Vz‘V
COMPASSION W REVEALED.

W
THE CREATOR BEING SACRIFICED FOR "B CREATION!

\f Vs é
GOD CONVINCING ...ONCEFOR ALL ... THAT FORGIVENESS STILL

FOLLOWS FAILURE.

[
1 OFTEN WONDER, #f, WHILE ON THE CROSS{ THE CREATOR ALLOWED HIS

Drp
THOUGHTS TO WANDER BACK TO THE BEGINNING . . . Wﬁvﬁﬁ?

A ALL THOSE FACES AND ACTS /#ff PARADE IN HIS MEMORYY
THOUEHT/’
f%«ﬁ}rﬁgx/\\wwzmm. DO YOU SUPPOSE GOD REMRHSGED ABOUT ZEFH} 5

CREATION ? THE SKY ? THE SEA ?. .. DO YOU SUPPOSE HE MIGHT HAVE
HE HAD
RELIVED THE CONVERSATION TH ABRAHAM AND MOSES ? . . . DID HE
Dz~
REMEMBER THE PLAGUES AND THE PROMISES, THE WILDERNESS AND

WANDERINGS?




T Knogw '-/‘ﬁ‘_ﬂ;'

THE TRUTH IS,{WE DO KNOW WHAT HE SAID ... "IT IS FINISHED!"

&

He ; CZEATOC /
MISSION WAS FINISHED . .. ALL THAT THE NEEDED TO DO

VO |
WAS DONE MAS DONE IN SPLENDOR!

WHAT WE MUST REMEMBER IS THAT JESUS DID NOT QUIT. WDON’T THINK

,1'»2- 2T e .
FO%&ONE MINUTE THAT HE WASN’T TEMPTED.  WATCH It C Ll




&

I—}ew AboN) 2MMb T

Ll e -~ .
Wé ﬁaw A \+ce~47rc EP V2 % ‘H}E- enepeEn O
AWSTHECRG P CENYSEM -..—.v CETHSIEANME,

DID HE EVER WANT TO QUIT?... YEAH!.. . YOUBET!........ AND, I GUESS

R VT \mfpgﬁ-ll/ln/é#ul—.
THAT’S WMORDS ARE SO :

"IT IS FINISHED" @WMM M}Qﬂﬂi IMAGINE THE CRY FROM THE

CROSS ?..... THE SKY IS DARK . .. THE OTHER TWO VICTIMS ARE MOANING . . .
Vo AMD J_/ﬂ-#T’M%MOJ
THE JEERING MOUTHS ARE SILENT . . . RER2ES8S THERE [S{THUNDER - PREZibS~

THEN,
THERE IS WEEPING . .. THERE IS SILENCE!

Adie=EErs, JESUS DRAWS IN A VERY DEEP BREATH . .. S ERDO

3 &-‘.';m 3 AND CRIES . ."IT IS FINISHED!"

@Wﬁ@%ﬁﬁﬁﬂ THE LONG PLAN OF REDEEMING HUMANKIND

rr (5 EIMSHEY | )"
WAS FINISHED . . . THE MESSAGE OF GOD TO HUMAN BEING S 1S:-35GRaPRISERED .

THE WORKS DONE BY JESUS AS A MAN ON EARTH ARE FINISHED.

e sreeaon|

THE TASK OF SELECTING AND TRAINING AMBASSADORS IS FINISHED.




HACON st e
\&SO/NG%N SUNG ..\.1% HAD BEEN : %FICE

W M e
BEEN MADE ... THE STING OF DEAT BEEN REMOVED!

"IT IS FINISHED" . .. A CRY OF DEFEAT?. MDLY!

HAD HIS HANDS NOT BEEN FASTENED DOWN . .. I BELIEVE THAT A TRIUMPHANT

FIST WOULD HAVE PUNCHED THE DARK SKY.

S PR AR 5 IS NOT A CRY OF DESPAIR .. . ITIS A CRY OF

V. ORI16U:
COMPLETION . A=ERS=GESHCEORY- . . A CRY OF FULFILLMENT . . . W

W

-10-




ARE YOU PESSIMISTIC ABOUT YOUR JOB? [WAME¥SE~FO ROLL UP YOUR
Kee p (v
!

SLEEVES AND

No
THE@%@A& COMMUNICATION IN YOUR MARRIAGE? I/W

GIVE IT ONE MORE GENUINE SHOT!
N VERTTON

YOU CAN’T RESIST TEMPTATION?
FORGIVENESS AND GO ONE MORE ROUND!

2
IS AY FRAMED WITH SORROW AND DISAPPOINTMENT?  ARE YOUR

\APTRING
TOMORROWS TURNING INTO ? IS THE WORD "HOPE"/THE FEELING OF

M !

' ¢ g
OPE, THE ACTION OF HOPE}N YOUR LIFE, SOMETHING THAT USED TO BE?

TO THE CONTRARY, MY FRIENDS!
W MOTHER THERESA IS CREDITED AS SAYING, ‘GOD DIDN’T CALL US
GOD DIDN'T CALL US

TO BE SUCCESSFUL - JUST FAITHFUL!"

e e —

-11-

rHE ErFses TO BEEIN TP
/121#3'ﬁ<'€:;q;2¥2,b/ “T+THE A/MES -ﬁ??;:;;;t&)ﬂii4tj

% ACCEPT GOD’S @n?@




FBHEY

THE LAND OF PROMISE IS FOR THOSE WHO SIMPLY REMAIN{TO THE END . . .

W/\
WM@I\ .1 OFTEN THINK OF THE WORDS OF Il TIMOTHY 4:7,9 ...

"Il HAVE FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT, I HAVE FINISHED THE RACE,  HAVE KEPT

THE FAITH. NOW THERE IS IN STORE FOR ME THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,

WHICH THE LORD, THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, WILL AWARD TO ME ON THAT DAY -

AND NOT ONLY TO ME, BUT ALSO TO ALL WHO LONGED FOR HIS APPEARING."
ANK YOFTIMQT

ANK Y OSTKE P 41

K YOU APOFSTLE "

\MOSTOEALLA_. THANK YOU LORD JESUS FOR TEACHING US TO REMAIN ..

TO ENDURE . . . sdEaiiN-Fsmgx". . TO FINISH !

-12-




(73)

JESUS MWON THE VICTORY ... AND ... WENOW HAVE THE PROMISE THAT WE

TOO. . . wg/\fc)& .. CAN WIN THE VICTORY!

PR ol VA
THESE WORDS FROM THE CROSS OPEN NEW VISTAS OF LIFE FOR ALL Wil

WHO UsS,
ACCEPT WHAT HAS BEEN DONE FOR JsigivT.

W2
WE MUST LIVE IN CHRIST, (‘),R~ OUR WILL BE FILLED WITH UNFINISHED

BUSINESS AND UNENDING REGRETS.

NOTAHIARD YQ SEEAVHY N{IS IS THE END THATADOESN
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) =7 Q
THE VICTORY OF CHRIST IS FOR ALL . AS LONG AS

THERE REMAINS ONE PERSON . .. ONE PERSON . . TOUSIDESHO S LD

P TRTIONVNS
\w/\%cT/R‘UiG/C\}LING WITH 8 L/ F = 5 PROTSUSAMS AN TEMNP

¥N-DESIRES, THE WORK OF

3is=eW, CHRIST ON THE CROSS.
BUT, THERE IS A PARTICULAR PORTRAYAL THAT IS BECOMING POPULAR 2P~

CHRIST IS ON THE CROSS BUT HE IS CLOTHED IN ROYAL ROBES AND HE BEARS A -

~ion
CROWN ON HIS HEAD . . . A23&HIS FACE HAS THE LOOK OF TRIUMPH UPON

IT........ THERE IS A LOT TO BE SAID FOR THIS REPRESENTATION.

T,1 1T RM IT SIXT FRO
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&{(;y&k. _OUR LORD IS NO LONGER CRYING IN AGONY VEEEHHISSERETFITWORD.
E ASANES g
THE KING HIS THRONE.

JESUS HAS WON THE VICTORY!

s HRZ % |
FINISHED HIS WORK . .YOPENED THE WAY FOR VICTORY FOR EACH OF US.
m OUR LORD SPEAKS FROM THE CROSS THIS=SR-EH=34F AND SAYS . ..

"IT IS FINISHED!"

s A ooy,
HIS WORK IS FINISHED . .. OURS CONTINUES! — W‘IT'H- 6779, (! 2ZEeivez

COMVTR oL
LET US GO FORTH TOGETHER TO DO HIS WILL . —w NOW AND FOREVER!

LA ws P — TDntwen sty ue mvere raEmestire

AR Mains =
THAT DBSOY Dl OV P brcoss T ATOVE 70
QR GIMS . KRET Usg S5 /ovoT ofc S YA

TV L PRAGRES KO- YHHY9 G rOR) o4 ,
ConRussiondre AT pfc RETEMETIoN =0 Us.

Amen.
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