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SUNDAY, APRIL 9, 2000 

THE MESSAGE TITLE: 

TEXT: JOHN 19:30 

JESUS SPEAKS, "IT IS FINISHED" 

/...J?t;r\'5 Gt!> -r!J {YU<- "'1"'0 ~ ~IVIVfp{£.-

lf'aEMH<fBS J lE OF GENESIS 1:1 ... "IN THE BEGINNING, GOD CREATED THE 

HEAVENS AND THE EARTH." 

~THAT'S WHAT IT SAYS! ... GOD CREATED THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH. 

:r:4 ~~w'-r 
IT DOESN'T SAY GOD MADE THE HEA YENS AND THE EARTH . . . SAY 

~ 

HE ZEROXED THE HEA YENS AND THE EARTH ... OR BUILT_QR DEVELOPED ... -
OR MASS-PRODUCED ... NO ... THE WORD IS SIMPLE ... GOD CREATED THE 

HEAVENS AND THE EARTH. 

f/ij!JJ~. WH "'DRQ FA¥~ A LM ... ~IS SOMETIIING FAR 

DIFFERENT THAN CONSTRUCTING ... T4JF QIFFEREHel! I~ t'RE'f'tY OB v Iotm. II', 

~ c{~ C/dVT{_ 
--....;.__..__CONSTRUCT SOMETHING, IT USUALLY MEANS ENGAGING~ HANDS, ,_ _.... 
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. ~CREATING SOMETHING ENGAGES THE HEART AND THE SOUL! 

THINK ABOUT SOMETHING YOU'VE CREATED ... A PAINTING PERHAPS ... OR A 

SONG ... OR LINES OF POETRY ... THAT YOU HAVE NEVER SHOWN TO ANYONE. 

' k / fi?t<. k ~ ftt::.f? 1-k/c.Pb ~ .. 
eiiii : BH MAYBE ~OG HOUSE Ita¢ THE 8lt~YMID. 

uv.u~ ... HO~EEL TOWARD THAT 

~ A.,J(_-r-t<H ll.l't...V/ ( 
CREATION ... GOOD? ... I HOPE SO! ... PROUD? ... 'MYP8IHT IS'PHAT V.llfill4 IOU 

Allg CBE 1 TING sa~ tETWIN@R WHEN YOU CREATE SOMETHING, YOU'RE ,., 

PUTTING YOURSELF IN IT ... AND, IT'S FAR GREATER THAN AN ORDINARY 

ASSIGNMENT OR A TASK ... IT'S AN EXPRESSION OF YOU. 

NO-W: U ~. TillS UO~n~~C, GOD'S GR£ATIVH¥. OF AL 

ABOUT CREATION, THERE IS ONE THING THAT WE DO KNOW ... GOD DID IT WITH 
.- -

[ft}fV\l) fZ-AN '? 
A SMILE!! 
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I BELIEVE GOD HAD A BLAST PAINTING THE STRIPES ON THE ZEBRA! ... 

HANGING THE STARS IN THE SKY! ... PUTTING GOLD IN THE SUNSET! ... IJii.1ill!r 

~1·rt f¥ Illt7[J!5 I v E SMffi 9 MY!ltUs¥ ... "WHAT CREATIVITY!" 

STRETCHING THE NECK OF THE GIRAFFE ... WHAT CREATIVITY! 

GIGGLE IN THE HYAENA! 

WHAT A TIME GOD HAD ... LIKE A WHISTLING CARPENTER IN HIS WORKSHOP. Jl 
~..v-ii J A /'IL --- /'11 /.1\A::-'~ 
.,.....~D LOVED EVERY FIT. 

THAT HE TOOK ADA Y OFF AT THE END OF THE WEEK ... JUST TO REST! ... 

AND, THAT~ SETS A PERFECT EXAMPLE FOR ALL OF US. 

'-.. .4-s k-' ~ 
AND THEN~~FiNALE TO A BRILLIANT PERFORMANCE, GOD MADE MAN! 

'-...Jvj1/J.-~ 
WITH HIS TYPICAL CREATIVE FLAIR, HE BEGA~ELESS MOUND OF DIRT 
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AND ENDED WITH AN INVALUABLE SPECIES CALLED A HUMAN BEING. A 

HUMAN WHO HAD THE UNIQUE HONOR TO BEAR THE STAMP "MADE IN THE 

I¥AGEOFGOQ" --

AT THIS POINT IN THE STORY, ONE WOULD BE TEMPTED TO JUMP AND CLAP .ti:N'f"> 

~v\"BRAVO).. ENCORE.~. UNMATCHABLE.!. BEAUTIFUL!" .4-P 
~-:ffei:!VHJ-6 E. ~kCtPre- ~ 

BUT THE APPLAUSE WOULD BE PREMATURE. THE DIVINE . YET TO 

UNVEIL HIS GREATEST CREATION. ~ ':ft'V f:::-AJ&t-W WH-t-~- '"fc+A-T ~ • 

GODANDMAN. 
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~vi, ,~ju 
GOD STILL~ THE COMPASSIONATE CREATOR ... WOOS HIS CREATION . . 'jlfifiiMl 

~CREATION, ALTERNATELY REACHES OUT IN REPENTANCE AND RUNS IN 

REBELLION. 

IT IS WITHIN THIS SIMPLE SCRIPT THAT GOD'S CREATIVITY FLOURISHES. IF YOU 
11'1/ -rtHE f.}#/M,4-L.S 

THOUGHT HE WAS IMAGINATIVE WITH THE SEAA!IIJ"'''HE STARS, JY8!f llT, 'I: 

~:rf~ 13'J~L~ 
Wli1!& ~REA HAT HE DOES TO~ HIS CREATION! , . ,1IJ I TO LIBTFJI f m 

~, A NINETY YEAR OLD WOMAN GETS PREGNANT. 

~ -k 7 rvtfZ/t/IE.P 
tJ:waU WOMAN 0 SALT. 

A FLOOD BLANKETS THE EARTH. 

~ /~ l="".L~Jtt~S. 

, BUT DOESN'T BURN UP. 

THE RED SEA SPLITS IN TWO. 

THE WALLS OF JERICHO FALL. 

llriE SlUt Rlr~~ FIRE. f<A IN? ~'{<?Om ~ sf<tt· 
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YOU TALK ABOUT "SPECIAL EFFECTS!" ... BUT THESE ACTS ... BE THEY EVER 

INGENIOUS ... STILL COULDN'T COMPARE WITH WHAT WAS TO COME. 

DURING THE CLIMAX OF THE STORY, GOD, MOTIVATED BY LOVE AND 

yWJVf,W 15R/M;r
DIRECTED BY DIVINITY, SURPRISED EVERYONE ... GOD BECAME A bo!IWf! 

t::,rJA-NV~£...! ~ wrn+ v~ , 

IN AN UNTOUCHABLE MYSTERY, HE DISGUISED HIMSELF AND LIVED IN A DUSTY 

JUDEAN VILLAGE,~~ NAZARETH. 

DETERMINED TO PROVE HIS LOVE FOR HIS CREATION, HE WALKED INCOGNITO 

'-..H-e!ll-L£? ~ 
THROUGH HIS OWN WORLD ... HIS CALLOUSED HANDS ~OUNDS AND 9r..S~~S,. 

~~M~ 
HIS COMPASSIONATE~OUCHED HEARTS. Wf'tll--~ ~~~;'- ) 

LIKE A MASTER PAINTER, GOD RESERVED HIS MASTERPIECE UNTIL THE END ... 

AND, THE EARLIER ACTS OF LOVE HAD BEEN LEADING TO THIS ONE . 
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THE ANGELS HUSHED,~THE HEAVENS PAUSED TO WITNESS THE FINALE. 

, utlvett..~g_--
GoD~E CANVASSfND THE ULTIMATE ACT OF CREATIVE 

,vV~~ 
COMPASSIO~REVEALED. 

T~_.,...,...:;JU 

THE CREATOR BEING SACRIFICE~N! 
GOD CONVINCING 'lwrs~~ ... ONCE FOR ALL ... THAT FORGIVENESS STILL 

FOLLOWS F AlLURE. 

I OFTEN WONDER,., WHILE ON THE CRO~ CREATOR ALLOWED HIS 

THOUGHTS TO WANDER BACK TO THE BEGINNING ... Q)f.a·~,r~bf~IIl!" 

\. -t"\+OVC+f. T / . 
WLJ.___,_..., •• DO YOU SUPPOSE GOD ~MINIS~J1 ABOUT ~5 

CREATION? THE SKY? THE SEA? ... DO YOU SUPPOSE HE MIGHT HAVE 

~~ )+,4-0 
RELIVED THE CONVERSATION TH ABRAHAM AND MOSES ? ... DID HE 

'-...tff':J _/ 
REMEMBER THE PLAGUES AND THE PROMISES, THE WILDERNESS AND~ 

WANDERINGS? 
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THE TRUTH IS, WE DO KNOW WHAT HE SAID ... "IT IS FINISHED!" 

~ON WAS FINISHED ... ALL THAT THE ~~NEEDED TO DO 

WAS DONE~ AS DONE IN SPLENDOR! 

"IT IS FINISHED," HE CRIED ... AND THE GREAT CREATOR WENT HOME. 

WHAT WE MUST REMEMBER IS THAT JESUS DID NOT QUIT. ~DON'T THINK 

FORONEMINUTETHATHEWASN'TTEMPTED.~::::§,f:8r\~~: t+~ 
P M W"'t4"tl! 111G>~ 

~I 1\/ttt HE APOSTLES BACKBITE AND QUARREL,4m~IV"6-..-~ $ ~S · 
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DID HE EVER WANT TO QUIT? ... YEAH ! ... YOU BET! ........ AND, I GUESS 

"'~(}9___.-- ~~~~~~~vtl-, 1 
THAT'S WH~ HIS WORDS ARE SO JIJI-It"rJ!!IJ"IIt!H~. -----

"IT IS FINISHED" . . . ~IMAGINE THE CRY FROM THE 

CROSS ? ..... THE SKY IS DARK ... THE OTHER TWO VICTIMS ARE MOANING ... 

l {1)/MO ,4-ft) o .,1-1/H+IM Alts:v MD 1 
THE JEERING MOUTHS ARE SILENT ... Pti!' l'g THERE-ISWHUNDE~aps;. 

P~l&LLZH, JESUS DRAWS IN A VERY DEEP BREATH ... 

~~~AND CRIES ... "IT IS FINISHED!" 

. THE LONG PLAN OF REDEEMirG HUMANKIND t lf 

- ,, (~ t:-JfV/7f+G17. 
WAS FINISHED ... THE MESSAGE OF GOD TO HUMAN BEINGS I~ 1 f- FH§JAii!ID. 

THE WORKS DONE BY JESUS AS A MAN ON EARTH ARE FINISHED. 

Pi?L-S~-e;A.:D/~ 
THE TASK OF SELECTING AND TRAINING MBASSADORS IS FINISHED. 
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"!TIS FINISHED" ... A CRY OF DEFEAT?. ~L Y! 

HAD HIS HANDS NOT BEEN FASTENED DOWN ... I BELIEVE THAT A TRIUMPHANT 

FIST WOULD HAVE PUNCHED THE DARK SKY. 

f T I:? plt)JS f+i5-P 
~~:::f::eift~::m!~=-~~lifii.l!lSIS NOT A CRY OF DESPAIR ... IT IS A CRY OF 

MY FRIENDS, AM=Yea EGO#., BAdE Blf ¥8MR tsiF:t! ~R:, AS YOU Allil LOOK. 

INTO YOUR LIFE RIGHT NOW ... ~~in~:' CLOSE TO QUITIING? 
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ARE YOU PESSIMISTIC ABOUT YOUR JOB? I Wi\tlT Y~t? TO ROLL UP YOUR 

r~~ CinrN7 ( 
SLEEVES AND GQ ?\T IT ~! • 

YOU CAN'T RESIST TEMPTATION? 

FORGIVENESS AND GO ONE MORE ROUND! 

I~RAMED WITH SORROW AND DISAPPOINTMENT? ARE YOUR 

TO THE CONTRARY, MY FRIENDS! 

~MOTHER THERESA IS CREDITED AS SAYING, 'GOD DIDN'T CALL US 

TO BE SUCCESSFUL - JUST FAITHFUL!" 
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THE LAND OF PROMISE IS FOR THOSE WHO SIMPLY REMAI 0 THE END ... 

~ .. I OFTEN THINK OF THE WORDS OF II TIMOTHY 4:7,9 ... 

"I HAVE FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT, I HAVE FINISHED THE RACE, I HAVE KEPT 

THE FAITH. NOW THERE IS IN STORE FOR ME THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

WHICH THE LORD, THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE, WILL A WARD TO ME ON THAT DAY

AND NOT ONLY TO ME, BUT ALSO TO ALL WHO LONGED FOR HIS APPEARING." 

. THANK YOU LORD JESUS FOR TEACHING US TO REMAIN .. 

TO ENDURE ... Jl/ti~SNtliiiiiiiil~f~P~I'l~lkiiliililliiil ....... TO FINISH! 
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• 

® 
JESUS~ WON THE VICTORY ... AND ... WE NOW HAVE THE PROMISE THAT WE 

TOO ... ~· .. CAN WIN THE VICTORY! 

LC~(}$ 
THESE WORDS FROM THE CROSS OPEN NEW VISTAS OF LIFE FOR ALL Wl51 

<:M¥ FltiE!1 JiB !J, IT MUST BEl f@TH8 ~~~ ' T WE MUST ACCEPT CHRIST'S 

~jJ-r~ OM vV' 
VICTORY AND MAKE IT~ VICTORY . . ~.~~~=I=Qi~~'Sl 

II 

II 

"-Llrl~~ 
WE MUST LIVE IN CHRIST, OR O~LL BE FILLED WITH UNFINISHED .,_ 
BUSINESS AND UNENDING REGRETS. 
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" 

~~~ THE VICTORY OF CHRIST IS FOR ALLEi)P~Jis THett!S, AS LONG AS 

THERE REMAINS ONE PERSON ... ONE PERSON .. --:=uUTiiEt: rzrrts S'ftl I 

~LINGWITH~I ... Jf:'.E'·$ ~o!i-15~1<1~ 1!;-IIIP~p,-;+17&W'S 

~.Ji ONB?!S REI'£« 1£iS :m! PRISOPlkllS 5J TMBIK Q5h'U DESIRJiS, THE WORK OF 

JESUS IS NOT FINISHED. 

"H-AV~4~M-:. 
We Aili~~E PICTURES OF ,..tlft B"§PRFSFNT 4 +ffiN&ii W, CHRIST ON THE CROSS. 

BUT, THERE IS A PARTICULAR PORTRAYAL THAT IS BECOMING POPULAR~ 

CHRIST IS ON THE CROSS BUT HE IS CLOTHED IN ROYAL ROBES AND HE BEARS A · 

.........__1tr>cJKV" ~ 
~ROWN ON HIS HEAD ... Mai<J HIS FACE HAS THE LOOK OF TRIUMPH UPON 

IT ........ THERE IS A LOT TO BE SAID FOR THIS REPRESENTATION. 

-14-



. (ji) 
~.OUR LORD IS NO LONGER CRYING IN AGONY 'MTif 1119 SIJFPII Yi8MO. 

JESUS HAS WON THE VICTORY! 

\J~~A~ \1\-,s-:;.J V vFINISHED HIS WORK. XiSPENED THE WAY FOR VICTORY FOR EACH OF US. 

~ OUR LORD SPEAKS FROM THE CROSS '.f'ali4HXl:U Til It!: AND SAYS ... 

"IT IS FINISHED!" 

_!:!!§.WORKISFINISHED.~NTINUES!- Wrflr G-tTJ:>~ttzrciR()r;z.. 
'I.JJ te;J1112~ 

1 ~S GO FORTH TOGETHER TO DO HIS WILL ... tJW$ NOW AND FOREVER! 

'AND . @rT FAR®ET . 11< 11st 'FIIe PRocPss • " 1'9?7 ... s8B IB IN esn t &50=-

f111S-I ~~ult --:s:>t~P ~/i.) ~ ~f? TV A-'TZD~FdQL 

tl2 Vf(.. 91 ~ S . r...s:....,- V'5 ? 19-t:P va I ~ vv--H-17 'f=?~ 

r~~- ?~~~ ~o(l:-- ~~ ~~~~t.:J-1> 
) 

~~fOA!k(-R! ~ lP-F- 1:<~uV j:::::t:o lL.. (.)5-. 

klliiV: 
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