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. T "ANDREW - The One Talent Layman" 'Li)

Scripture - OT - Isaiah 9/ 2 awisswesm 7
NT - John 1/ 35 - 42

Andrew - brother of Simon Peter. He had been listening
to John the Baptist preach. He was one of many who went out
into the wilderness to hear the Wilderness prophet. He saw
John point to Jesus and say, " Behold the Lamb _of God."
Intrigued and interested Andrew and a friend followed
Jesus. Jesus saw them following and asked what they wanted.
They said the;ﬁust wanted to talk to him. Femsemmspmioc
akislaineseociidassiotiy. 1t must have been qute a conversation,
oy Ebgz even remember thghour it occured. "For it was
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about the tenth hour...a significant hour for Andrew...an

hour of decision...an hour of opportunity...an hour that
gecision

was to change his life.He came away from that conversation

convinced that Jesus was truely The Lamb of God...the long
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awaited Messiahl
#%, Andrew could hardly contain himself! . He had to
tell his brother, Peter. He had lived in the shaddow of his

older brother, Peter, all his life. It was always Peter in

the spotlight...Peter the star. But, Andrew knew that Peter

had gifts that Jesus could put to good use for the Kingdom.

Yes! Peter must meet Jesus. He must be introduced to the

Messiah! So, Andrew rushes to seek out his older brother.
Andrew was the first disciple to follow Jesus, yet he

is never mentioned first in any list of the twelve. Peter
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is always first. Andrew is second, and even fourth in Mark
and Acts. It was probably always so. All through Andrew's

life Peter was first in everything. Now, in the fishing

business‘gygrything evolved around Peter. He gaVe the

orders. Andrew was in the background doing his job.
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Andrew -~ the brother of Simon Peter was the_wax_hﬂ_ﬂaSCEEB

known and usually introduced to others. Year in and year

out he played second fiddle to his brother.

But,hggyrAndrew had met Jesus Christ , and for once he

he can be first. He can be the star. He could have kept

this amazing, wonderful news to himself. But, Andrew was
not the surley or spiteful type. He had learned to get
lovely, beautiful music out of playing a harmonius second
fiddle to his older brother.

So, he sought out his brother and tells him." We have

found the Messiah." - and he krought him to Jesus No doubt
No question about it. Andrew was positive . "we have
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found the Messiah!"
Peter listened to his younger brother . And, he could
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have said ,"Sure you have , and I am the empe£3§ggg%aauﬂﬁ*’//

But,Peter, for all his boisterous personality...with all of

his colorful spotlight grabbing...with all of his firey
extroverted nature...ljstened tg,his younger brother. He
respected Andrew because™ 1fe was such that his older
brother thought quite a lot of him. He valued his quiet
reliable, humble brother's opinion. He did not laugh or
ridicule. He went with Andrew to meet Jesus. Andrew did
not have the outgoing personality, or the art of
articulate persuasion of Peter, but he first brought his
brother to Jesus. We might not have heard of PeterThe
Rock had it not been for his younger, second fiddle
brother, Andrew.

We meet Andrew again in the Gospels a few months later.

A crowd had listened to Jesus teach all through a long,

hot afternoon. The hour was late. The people had to
Pe—
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return home. For some it would be a long journey. The

\QEa?LE -~
were tired. The children fussy, and hungry. But,
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The apostles wondered what to do. Then Andrew stepped ‘55
forward. In John 6/8 it says again - " Andrew, Simon

Peter's brother. "There's a boy here with five small

7’
barley loaves and a couple of fishes. Can't you hear some

of them saying...Well, a lot of good that's going to do us.
There are thousands of people here andkhg comes up with a
boy and a few barley lpaves and a couple of fish.But,

Andrew was also a possibility man since he met Jesus. He

was a positive thinker. Presenting the boy to Jesus could

probably solve the problem. And he was EEEEE' Jesus asked
that the boy be brought to him. Andrew led the boy to
Jesus...the boy and his lunch, and Jesus multiplied the
loaves and fishes and fed the 5,000....There's a boy here,

‘and quiet, smiling friendly Andrew led him to Jesus.

Once more we meet Andrew in the Gospels...on Palm
Sunday...the last week of the Savior's life. Jesus had
entered Jerusalem in triumph. Some people of Greek birth ==
gentiles have come to Jerusalem. They have heard of Jesus.
They want to meet him . They approach Philip. But, Philip

doesn't know what to do. Jesus has never taken time to see

Gentiles. His message has been almost totally for the Jews. '
The thought strikes him ...ask Andrew. Andrew is sensible,

steady, reliable. He will know what to do. Andrew talks
with them . "We would see Jesus." , they say.Without
hesitation...without‘ng_reservations or doubts. Andrew
brings them to Jesus; " They shall come from the east. and
from the west, and from the north and from the south...and

shall sit down in the Kingdom of God( Luke 12/29) - and I,

if I be lifted up from the earth , will draw all men unto
me. (John 12/32).
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Andrew, besides being listed with the other apostles(ézs
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there is no other mention of his name. He appears only

three times in the Gospels. But, when he appears, he is

always bringing someone to Jesus...
_—'
He brought himself
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He brought his brother, Peter

He brought the boy with the loaves and fishes.

He brought the gentiles, the visitors from Greece

Andrey, the friendly apostle - the layman who had only

one talent - one ability...introducing others to Jesus.

Without the Andrews in the church today, there is no
—————
success in the Kingdom. The "Andrews" don't get the

notices, the footlights, the praise. They labor in the

vineyards. They are taken for granted. They play a

beautiful second fiddle...beautiful music for His Kingdom.

They're ordinary people, but without them nothing can

happen inﬂ;ﬁi§ church , or any other church. One talent
people - but that talent is given to Christ, and His church.
It's not hidden under a bushel of apathy or inactivity
within the bodies of the church. gV

Who brought John Knox, the great reformer¥’ Do you know?

I don't. We are told it was an unknown Dominican fria%Eho
introduced him to Jesus. We don't know his name, but we
remember John Knox.

Who introduced Billy Graham to Jesus. I don't know, but

we know and remember Billy Graham.

Who introduced some of the great pastors of this church

Lo Jesus. I don't know, but I do know the great contributions

they have made to further the Kingdom of God, this church =

and the influence they have had on my life.
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Jesus chose Andrew first. Why? Because He saw in Andrew

the indispensible need for those one talent people in the

work of the Kingdom.]Christ's church...this church cannot
" Amnapnmet—

growwithout these friendly, humble people who introduce

others to Jesus and His church. Mass evangelism has its

place, but I submit the most effective, long-lasting way

is Qg;son—to—person . one-on - one . In God's plan
Dnothing can be done without the Andrews.

- . \FEAHS . .
There's rands®y noth1ﬁ§§ﬁ$§z£§:gg;;I:éated about it.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ spread over the Roman world

as one by one people were introduced to Jesus by someone

else...not through great oratory, but by personal,

dedicated wi .not by a committee, or a_board, or a
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commission,; ndly Christians witnessing for
Christ and His Church.

In the early days of Methodism the aristocracy would

- not hire a Methodist cook because the cook would seek to
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convert the housemaid, the kitchen maid, the parlor maid,
the butler, the gardener and everybody else on the
household staff.
Dr. Clarence MacCartney, a great pra3cher of the last
generation, illustrates the personality and the
. : . , 117€5
effectiveness of an Andrew with this vision.. .Hﬁ qufé

" I saw the King seated on His throne. On either side
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of the throne I saw the great angels...Uriel, Raphael,

Michael, and Gabriel. Before the throne stood the Angel
of the Book, and at his side stoad one of the mortals."
" Who is this that you have brought, and what are his

.o .
claims?" asked the King. WAS
" Oh King", said the Angel of the Book, "This man

asr THE PrrHiv,
A.-ﬁﬁeat inventor. He shed light $lsseumiatrmmmmerrrt=
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"Then?,said the King. " Send him up and let him stand
here beside Urial, the Angel of Light...and so he went up.

The Angel of the Book brought forth another mortal
before the throne.

" Who is ;Q;sJ and what are his claims?!", asked the
King.
" This man was a great philosopher who thought thy

thoughts after thee." said the Angel of the Book.
The King looked at the mortal intently and said,
" Send him up here and let him stand by the side of

Raphael, the Angel of Reason."said the King.
And, so he went up and stood by Raphael, the Angel of

Reason.
Then the Angel of the Book brought forth a third
mortal.

" Who is this , and what are his claims?" asked the
King.
" This man was a great patriot." said the Angel as

he consulted his book." With his swordhe delivered his

people out of the land of tyrants."

" Send him up here to stand by Michael the Angel of the

Sword., said the King. And, so he went up and stood by
Michael.

The Angel of the Book led a fourth mortal before the
King's throne. |

" Who is this and what are his claims?, asked the King.

" This man sang holy songs of praise to God...songs

which still echo and ring throughout the Church of the
Living God." said the Angel of the BookK.
" Ah", said the King. " Send him up and let him stand

and sing here by the side of Gabriel, the Angel of Holy

Songs." , said the King.




Then, the Angel of the Book brought another mortaizz::>
before the throne. In thiS man there was no note of

greatness. No flash of genius shown from his eyes. He

stood patiently, quietly, humbly before the throne of the‘w
King.

" Who is Ehi§’ and what are-Eig claims?" asked the
King.

The Angel of the Book scanned the page of his book.
Then slowly lifting his head he said.” This man won a

soul for Christ!"“

No one heard the Kln 1 answer. What he said was never

EPR

.for all the angels and archangels, cherubim and

§§;aph1m - and all the host of the redeemed rejoiced

and sang songs of praises to God over the one soul that

o,

had been redeemed,

Proverbs 11/30 says..."He that winneth souls is wise."

That's the way to increase His Kingdom.That's the way to

change the world. That's the way to bring people to

Jesus and His Church...with friendly Andrews...one talent

laypersons witnessing and inviting people...one-on-one

to come and join us. That's how we can build His Church
—_cz 2

here at Trinity, and throughout the world.
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Let us pray. Father,most of us here this morning are

one talent people. We ask tha§n¥ lg;ve us, the will,

the de81re$and the enthusiasmyto 1nEroauce people to your
\ANVD THIS CHUECcH .,

son, Jesus. Help us to work tirelessly for your Kingdom

In Jesus name we pray...Amen.
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THE NEXT DAY JOHN WAS srAuv/Ne%o OF
15 DISCIPLES - AND HE LOOKED UPON JESUS 45 HE
WHLKED, AND 841D, "TBEHDLY THE LAMDB OF 60D,
THE. WP DIsLIiPLES HEARD HIM SPEAK, /P
THEY FOLLOWED SESUS, _

AND JESUS TURNED, AND BEWELD THEM
FOLLOWING | AND GADTO THEM  “YHAT DO Ypu SEEK 2
AN THEY A0 TP M, "FABRI, WHERE ARE 46U

STAYINGZ" AND HE SATD TODTHEM " COME, AND You
wiLL SEg." THEY LAME THERERDEE AND GAw
WHERE HE ws sTAYING ! FND THEY STHYEr WITH
HimM THAT DRy, FOR IT WAS ABOUT THE TENTH HOOR,

- OWE OF THE TR WAHD HEBARD JOHN SPEAK. #VD
| _FDOLcoweD DESUS W4s JNDEEW, SHMOV PETERDS

TROTHER , HE (ANDREW) ¥DUND FIRST IHS oun
BROTHER SIMON, 3V/DSAID TP Hing WE HAVE
EOUND THE MESSIAHT (WHith TIRANSLATED NEANS
M/sr)\‘k”ﬁ% BROUVEHT §imfor) TO YJESUS,




