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"John - The Sensitive Layman" 

If you're interested in theology - read the writings 

of Paul. If ethics is your interest - read James. But, if 

you want to know about true Christian love ... if you want 

the heart of Christianity, you must read John. He and 

James and Peter formed the inner circle among the twelve 

laymen close to Jesus. And, of these threell .......... ~ 

..- John was the closest to Jesus. He was the apostle 

whom Jesus seemed to trust and care for. 
..._.. , 

Of course this raises the question ... did not Jesu~are 

for all twelve of the apostles ... the laymen so close to 

Him? Of course He did. Does He not care for all peoples? 

Certainly He does. Does He not love the whole world? Listen 

to John 3/16 ... " God so loved the world that He gave His 

only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should 

not perish, but have everlasting life~" Jesus wept at the 

grave of Lazarus because He loved and cared for Lazarus and 

His family. Jesus gave His mother's care, at His death, to 

the care of John~ 

We are told that John was not born·with a loving heart. 

He had a sentitive, gentle spirit, bu~e was also 

capable of anger, flareups and outbursts. He could go for 

a while, then he would have something anger him and he 

would lose control. Like a sudden storm that rises out of 

nowhere and and quickly spends its rage and disappears 

before you know it,,John would blow up and then calm down. 

Being near Jesus helped him to control his temper. He grew 

in love, compassion and understanding . 



By trade John was a fisherman. His father was a 

fisherman before him. He grew up in the fishing business. 

It was a prosperous busines~s father could affored hired 

servants . But, John was restless. He had heard of a prophet 

preaching in the wilderness ... a man who 

region at the Jordan River. John 

ala fi I r a--went to hear the prophet John The Baptist 

preach. 

· It was a strange sight for young John to see men wade 

out into the river to be baptised ... to respond to the 

invitation ... to witness repentance and conversion. He heard 

The Baptist preach saying ... " I baptise with water, but 

somewhere among you stands a Man you do not know. He comes 

am not fit to undo His sandles. Look! There is thE 
... 

Lamb of God who will take away the sll!ls of the world!" 
...-..~..,..--- ., 
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~tha~- first announcement by John The 

Bap~is"J21 a&r "*s ' 2' prjtJg ;ik11 .,, and to the very end of 

his days John believed. He make~ his belief. It's a 

key wor~ his gospel. Ninty eight times in 21 chapters ... 



@ 
belive, believe, believe. He came through it himself ... 

" He knows that he speaks the truth, so that you too may 

believe~fl. jesus lov~s us ...... warts,?~? all. He loves 

those who believe in Him. Perhaps thi~ne reason why John 
I --.......1:-wt:LV{'?_..-

had a special place among the~aymen ... the apostles. 
~ . 

If you would know the wonder of being loved by God, have . 

faith. Believe in His Son. 

J/f John began right where he was by faith. He grew in 

love~ In his own gospel he is not called by name. Again and 

again it's u The disciple whom Jesus loved.~When~ sat 

about the table, John was always closest to Jesus. And, 

from that table he reports the new commandment Jesus gave 

them ... and us. Listen to His words ... ~ A new commandment 

I give unto you.As I have loved you, that ye also love 
5 

one another b, This is John's theme~Love one another and 

by this shall all men know you are my disciples, if you 

have' love for one another .11 
( Johnl3/35) ... There if is ... 

Johnja layman fisherman had come a long way in his life. 

Instead of love~in his younger life with Jesus, he had 

an infectious, bounding enthusiasm that bordered on 

radical, fanitical sectarianism . 

One day when John had been on a preaching mission , he 

saw something that disturbed hi~greatly. He hurried back 

to Jesus to report. ~ Master! We saw a man casting out , 
~~~~ 'd 
~in your name! He was not one of us, so we tr1e to .. 
stop him ! ... and Jesus replied ... • Do not stoij&im.No on; 

who does a work of devine power in my name will be able in 

the same breath to speak evil of me. For he who is not 

against us is on ouAside"( Mark 9/ 38-40) . At this point 

John was a long way from his later advice to "love one 

another. 



:~~-\. Here,John exposed his young, enthusastic, sectarian 

spirit of his early days w~t~ ~esus. He thought ... ~ 

alonp are able to cast out demons. We alone are the true 

disciples of Christ. We alone are the ones who are saved. 

\AND~ we have this same attitude today ... They do not think 

. ~e-do so they will not reap the rewards of Heaven. Or, 

they are an off-the-main- stream, non-sectarian bunch of 

hand clapping, shouting people who will certainly be too 

noisy for heaven. 

My friends, it is well for all of God's children to 

remember and take heed. God is limitless. God cannot be 

crammed into a suitable narrow persuasion of one group of 

'believers whether they are a mainline congregation or 
... . "•~ t 0 

not. Jesus jud~ed sectarianism, seperationism, 

· di viseveness, '~nd.1 
exclusiveness ·when He said " No one who 

does a work of devine power in my •arne will be able, in 

the -'same ~~eath,to~ .s~eak evil of me. Do not stop. them. ";f~~ 
And, John, humble enough to take this rebuke from Jesus,~ 
says it over and over again throughout his life ..• "Beloved, 

let us love one another for love is of God, and every one 

tpat -.loveth is born of ;God, and knoweth God." (1st John 4/7) 

Now, do~'t let John's statements lead you to think that 

he was a tame, milk-toast_,whimp type of layman.H-eawas 

sensitive and qentle of spirit, but he had fire, boldness, 
. . ' 

fOurage and a temper. Both he and his brother~ere 
nicknamed " Sons of Thunder•• by Jesus. 1t took courage, 

devotion and dedication to stand there out in the open 

before everyone at the foot of the cross. It took 

courageous love. None of the other apostles, as far as we .·· 

know were at the cross ... only John. 



stand there ln that screeming mob with Roman soldiers 

all around. It took courageous Christian love". 

And, in the midst of Ifis agony to vJhom did Jesus 

turn" • John. He addressed his mother saying "Woman 

behold thy son ... John behold thy mother. And, from 

that time on John took the mother of Jesus into his 

home. She was completely entrusted to John the 

beloved of the twelve. 

After the ressurection the apostles were forbidden 

by the authorities to preach the Gospel. They were 

imprisoned ~vhen they did so. Peter and Jomj.nswered 

the charges against them saying " "Whether it be right 

in the sight of God to harken unto xou more than unto 

~d, you be the judge. As for us,we cannot cease to 

speak of the things we have seen and heard.N 

There is the legend about John which is not 

without foundation. When he \vas so old that he could 

no longer walk, they carried him from his home to the 

place of worship. Time after time they would ask him 

to speak and all he would say was ~ Little children 

love.one,another.S. Some one asked him why he said 

nothing else. He replied, '' Because this is our Lord's 

commandment. If we fulfill this nothing more is 
. . ,, 

needed. 
. ' 

• How does· one become beloved of Jesus? 

• Is 1t belteving in Him? 

.-:rs it becomin§' humble-before him? 

.. Is it confessing our sins, taJ~ing rebuke~ 

-. Is it having the courage to follo1l him? 



• Is it standing firm 1n our faith? 

• Is it extoling the Christian Gospel? 

TQe resounding answer 1s YES! 

There is a secret to a Christ-like life. rfhere is 

a way to grow in love. !Qe secret~ if you want to 

call it that' is to ~come a loving person ... not 

through intellect. Not through deeds alone, but in 

our hearts, minds an~ souls_ Now, this is not to 

play down intelect or deeds. John had an amazinq 

~rasp of spritual truth. He had great spiritual 

insight. He had a gifted mind. John gives us the 

the ministry of ·incarnation. He understood the ~ 

meaning of the comming of God into the world. It was 

John who -..v-rote, "rn the beginning \r~S The v~Tordland 

The Word Twas w·ith God'l and. The Word -vras God.And 
::;a . . 3 ' " 

ThEflord vras made fl~~h~. and d'ivelt among us. This~ the 

opening of Jol1n's go~pel stands supreme over all 

other literature. 

John understood Jesus and His mission better than 
/ 

any of the other disciples. 

• He had the capacity , . 

• He felt deeply 

•He knew what it was like to be close to Jesus. 

and he Jme'it that being close to Jesus in all 

j.hings \vas1and is11the secret, and in his gospel he 

says so wb.en he writes ... 

~ If we walk in the light, as He is in the light 

He who says He abide[:'; in hira ought himself also so 

,,ra_l}: ·, even as He vralked!~ And he writes. ,~~·. 
\t. A .•. ' 
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··~t, how y~n we love unless we get close to the 

source of that;:love'f Ho\v can \ve progress an~d grow . ~~ :r: - /f4 
unle,ss we ge~p near to thTourc~f that love the 

life of Jesus Christ spills over into ours. The 

secret to growing in love is found in experience• 
a 

not education. This is not to disparage education, 

but John was not a learned man. But, he writes in 

. his gospel about the Word made flesh. J-, ~1 

John had no rabbinical training. He is described as 

an unlearned fisherman, 

The experience of being 1n the presense of God 

lifted John above the others. Meditation on the truth• 

on God' on Jesus ... this eA~erience of relity ... of His 

presense ... this walk in the light as He is in the 

light is the way to grow in love. ~~~ 
. . . . . 

• Why_is it that our faith falters at times? 

• Why is it that our strength in the Lord is 1'fea1<:'? 
- : 

~ Why is it that our Christian ~victions 
:· dimin1sh at times? 

We r~ad the_~ew Testement, but we do not take 
,) J .• · _.,. • 

enough t1me to th1nk about it ... to let its reality 

sink deep into our souls. We pray, yet we really do not 

pray because our minds..,., stray els\vhere even as \ve 

speak the words of.dur·prayers. 
_ __, 

• We wonc)er why we are here-? ·;;.~ ;,; 

• We wonder what our purpose in life is? 

• We wonder where life is taking us? 

We must thiru<: about Jesus ... about His Cross .. . 

about His resurrection ... about His Kingdom ... about His 

1'-'f.'~~t! Av ~,.,., Jaere ~ u,rflt.-
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Then ) and only then ,will His presense in our1be far more 

real and meaningful. John did not have a fineJ formal 

education. But1 he had great and extensive experience. 

He could not rely on a highly-developed intelect.f iut, 
as the song goesJhe had heart ... miles and miles of heart. 

It is not without foundation that the symbol for 
1!!!2L_;&( [b _______ . ~--- ·-- --- -· -AIL£ W& ¢. CU¢ 4. - _Q,A t ,Q 4- 0 

l}ohn is .. the .. eagle. To, mount up with wingst .. to fly 

ever higher·.·_ . to 1 i ve ever nearer to heaven ... this is 

Johri. And, for him
1 

that was a long road ... from temper 

to tenderness ... from anger to adoration ... from 

sectarianism to strength in love for one 

for the Word made flesh • our Lord Jesus 
,.,.v~Y.. 

It is a road that we_~ wall<: as we grow ..,_ 

closer to Jesus. 

? lEf : 

another and 

Christ .. 

closer and 

_-·-22;;n a-:. 

must ll'sten'~wh&f~ays, Jesus speaks, and we n~e si 

~ A new commandment I give unto you that you love 

one another as I have loved you, you also love one 

another. " ... ~et us prey. 
& 

Our Father God' help us to be sensitive, loving, 

caring laypeopl~n your church4 Help us to see the 

positive~ the goo~n thosfth 1vhom '\ve work on our 

jobs ... in those with whom we worship in this church ... 

with those in our families whom we love deeply, but 

sometimes try our souls, Help us to remember ~J 

~our beloved apostle. Help us to remember his words. 
~ .v 

Love one ahother ... and in doing so draw ever closer to 

your love for us. In Jesus name we pray ... Arnen. 
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