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I congratulate you, my friends , upon this meeting of the desc dants of ~elvin 
ancestry , for the bettering of acquaintance, and for the strengthening of friendship's 
bonds. 

Being one of the few (7) surviving members of the second generation of the 
Samuel 1\:elvin family, I have collected and tried to arrange in comprehensive form , some 
facts in connection with the past history of this family , the rehersal of which may be 
of some interest to those present 

I shall not attempt to give you any history antidating my grandfather's time, 
but if the r e be any one here who knows anything of the history of my great- grandparents 
I shall be glad to hear it of them. 

That Pe ~nsylvania , or even the ~nited States, was not the place of my 
grandfather's nativity, I learn from a small legal document which I have in my 
poss ession and which I now take pleasure in exhibi ing to you. It reads: 

''Pennsylvania, ) SS 
ashington County , ) 

At a Court of Co~on Pleas , held at ashington, in and for 
the Count of \t'ashington, on the 4th Monday of June, .D. 1824, before the 
judges thereof, came Samuel hlelvin , a native of Ireland , and now of 
Cross Creek Township, in said County, and presented his petition praying 
to be admitted to become a citizen of the United States of ..8.merica , and 
he having to the satisfaction of the Court complied with the provisions , of 
the Act of Congress , in such case made and provided , and having taken the 
oath prescribed by law, was admitted to become a citizen of the United 
States . 

In testimony whereof , I, illiam Sample, rothonotory of the 
Court of Corrm~n leas , in and for said County, have hereunto set my ha.nd, 
and affixed the seal of the said Court, at ashington, the 28th day of 
June, in the year of our Lord, One Thousand Ei ght Hundred and Twenty- five . 

(S" gned) William Sample , 
Prothonotory . n 

On the back of this certificate we find this inscription: 

"Certificate of ·aturalizat"on 
of Samuel .. elvin, 

Fees, -1?2 . 00 . " 

When my grandfather came to ~shington County, he did not at first settle 
upon a farm of his own, but on a farm !mown as the "Abram Barber .r-lace , 11 where he 
erected a "log cabin" cooper shop, and carried on the bu.sine •. s of barrel making . 

When visiting that section of CJuntry a few weeks ago , I entered an old 
log barn which stands not far from Bethel Church, in sight of the Barber farm , and 
was shown a barrel which Grandfather built hen he worked there . The chime hoops 
were made of hickory poles and appeared to be the originals, while one of wire and 
one of strap iron s~p~lied the other two places . It is a hogshead , capacity 
perhaps 125 gallons ~ It is related of Grandfather .elvin that while he worked 
at the cooper trede ' he ;had an order for a large bar r el, or hogshead , ar.o.d when he 
had it completed , it w~s too large to pass through the door of the shop , so he 
quietly removed the clipboard roof and took it out there . I do not know if the 
existing barrel is the one which caused the trouble. 
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The geneology of the elvin Family seem s to be tracablie to two brothers, -
Ss.muel and illiam, who, vi th t heir parents came to this country when they were but 
boys, located in Cecil County, ~ryland , and there grew to manhood years. 

SAMUEL ~ VIN . 
(my Grandfa tb.er) 

Born Ma rch 28 , 1772- ~rried Tamar ·11er Dec . 31, 1795 
Died l.:S.rch 17th 1826 

History records t hat ~~ is Samuel ~elvin, with Tamar, his wife, and 
came to \1ashington County , Pennsylvania in the year of our Lord 1803, making 
period of abou t eight years of t heir married life spent i n Karyland (please 

family, 
a 
notice dates) 

To Samuel and Tamar .elvin were born nine children, 
nn Sarah 

John 1illiam 
Henry Tamar 

James 
Samuel 
Lydia 

Ann Melvin: Born February 21, 1797, :!arried Ed ard J . J 0nes , 1Iarch, 1840 
Died January 12th 1875. Childless . 

John ~elvin: Born .!arch 5th 1799 , -was never married . Died October 
13th, 1821, and was buried in the sa1ne grave with his mother in Bethel Cemetery -
a double funeral . 

Henry l elvin: Born , April 
To Henry and Alzina 11el vin were born 

29th 1801. .i.arr ied Alzina Thayer December 29 , 1825. 
eleven children, whom they named as foll ows: 

amuel 
Nathan 
Oscar Fitzalen 
Enos ' oodwa rd 

illiam 
Charles Edwin 

lzina 
Philena 
Sarah Ann 

ry Amanda 
Lydia Jane Violetta Caroline 

Sarah elvin~ as b orn April 2, 1803 . You will note that t h is is the year 
in which the .elvin family came to ennsy vania; but since the month in which they came 
is not mentioned, I am unable to state whether Sarah was born in Cecil Count y, I\:.a r l and , 
or i n ashington County, Pennsylvania . Sarah was never ·married . She died in ashington 
County, a . December 5th 1873 

June 14, 
December 

born June 9th 1805 . ~.a rried ~bagail Jones 
after t he death of his father , and died 

was t he father of seven children. Theur names, as recorded a re -
nn Samuel Jones 

John, ~dia 

Tamar Elizabeth illiam . 
r.:.ary 

ll are no dead but 'f. • .ary, and Samuel J . 

Tamar ~elvin: as born ugust 23, 1807 . Married George El liott 
November 12th 1829 . Died February 17th 1886. She wa s t he mother of eight children, 
namely, 

Benjamin Franklin 
Samuel 
Clark 

John 
Leander 
lbert Bisher 

George amar ~ 
Of these, ulbert B. alone survives . 

James elvin: Born rch 9th 1810. married Philana Thayer ovember 7,1833 . 
He was t he father of five children, namely: 

Thayer, James n.lbert Burns 
John Henry Sarah Tamar. 
dlliam 

Of whom, so far as I know, t he last t wo named are the only survivers . 
since dead . ) 

(Sarah T. 

Samuel Lel vin, Jr . Born august 1st 1812. Not larried, Died June 21, 1824. 

L1 dia Lel vin: Born lfovember 9, 1816. ~as rr:a r ried to J ar.ieS T. J ones 
pril 26, 1836 . Died February 27, 1837, leaving an infant son ~ed Samuel Harlin Jones 

who died quite young . 

I migh t remari just h ere t .at t he markers placed at t he h ead of t he graves 
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of the older stock of :el vins i n Bethel Cemetery, are of t he sandstone variety, and 
are showing t he effects of time . So~e of t hem are scaling off so badly that parts 
of t he inscription can no longer be read , hence I could not learn his age, or t he 
d~ te of Samuel Herlin's birth or death . 

~ECOND G~~ TION. 

I turn now to t he consideration of t he second g eneration, and ill g ive 
you a few f acts concerning my father ' s family . 

Ann, my oldest sister, married David Thorley January 26, 1847 . 
the mother of five children 

She was 

illiam i . 
Samuel, 
arah lma, 

Albert Jones , 
John lphe 

illiam 1~ . is ma rried and hs.s a family of g rown children, - in fact he 
is now entitled to be called Grandfather . 

lbert J . is married, and ha s one daughter, also married . 
The other t hree members of Ann's family are still leading a life of single 

blessedness and occupying the home nest . 
Ann di ed ~rch 7th 1908 , in her eightieth ear . 

John elvin, - son of , illiam Born January 2, 1831. .arried Susan C. Boles . 
December 14th 1854. Died October 14th, 1907 . John's family we r e three in number . 

Nannie Jane , Anna ·~ry , and Francis 'oore . 
Of them, Anna fuary died when she was a little more t han t wo y ears old . 
Nannie Jane ma rried a prosperous farmer, and is t h e mother of a large family . 
Francis Moore also married and was t he father of six ch ildren, when he was 

accidentally killed on the railroad June 3rd 1902 . 
John Melvin's widow, and t l e widow of Francis • with her family still live 

on the old farm near Hanlin Station in ashi~~ton County, a . 

Tamar Elizabeth: - Born October 29, 1832, · . .arried Robert Hamil ton 
~rch loth 1859, Died 1 ~rch 31 , 1889 . 

She was t he mother of six children , only one of whom, William H. and her 
husband Robert, are now living . The children were named 

illiam Henry George 
John Brown, uattie Scantling 
Samuel Nannie Elizabeth 

Mary M. :elvin: Born October 23, 1835 . .t'"a rried Cyrus f . tephenson 
May 24, 1866, and to this union were born four children , one son and t hree daughters . 
William M. , her only son, was accidentally kl lled when about eight y ears old . 
Anna B. married Rev . John Dimit, now of aynesburg, a . , a nd is t he mother of three 
children. 
Eary E. married Edward reaver , now of Oakdale, Fa . and is t he mother of t wo children. 
Virginia ., married Oscar Smith, who died after a brief s~ace, leaviv~ no issue . 
Cyrus ~ . Stephenson died September 26, 1887 . 

Samuel J 0nes :elvin, (your humble speaker), was born February 3, 1839 . 
Married iss Helen :. Hanlin :November 14, 1867 . To t h is union were born five children 
named as f ollows; 

Charles attison 
ill iam lexander 

Galbraith Stewart 

[ar Grace 
lice Gertrude . 

~illiam Alexa.nder died when about seven ,{ears old . 
Cha rles P. married Liss Florence Chambersof ? ittsburgh, Fa. Oc t ober 6, 1892. 
iilld t he others! ell they are here to tell t •• eir own story. 
Some people call me " Old _.an", and "Dad'' . I suppose t hey have a right to . 

Perhaps some address me thus because my shoulders are shaped so much like t.IJ. e ground 
on which l legheny County's Court Hou$e star.ds , and of t he rF.moval of which we read 
so much in t he ne spapers . ossibly because of t he color of my whiskers . 
Some cs.ll me "Uncle" and 11 Uncle Sam'' , and they have a right to , for have quite a number 
of nieces and nephew , but if t here i s living any one who ha s a ri:;ht to call me 
"Grandpa" I have not yet heard t he g lad news. 

Robert P. 
[other of 

Lydia Melvin, - my youngest sister . Born February 13th 1843 , :S.rried 
Cooper October 3, 1865 . Died January 23, 1881 . (Robert P. since dead . ) 
four c ~:ildren. 

~ ary E. 
Lawrence 

Of this family all are de ~ d except - illiam H. 
children. 
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~ry ha d married , and left two small 



. illiam ... elvin, Jr . - Born ugust 22, 1846 . 1:arried Priscilla Cosgrove 
Nay 29, 1872, Died pril 29th 1909 . He was the father of three children, named 

Clyde Vernon 
W.rgretta urora 

Gaylord Cosgrove . 
History does not record that any of these has taken a life partner, either 

husband or wife. They still occupy and cordially welcome to the old homestead 
those who formerly called it HOME, and also all other relatives and friends . 

Peculiar marriages . 

Having thus briefly mentioned sor:1 e facts in connection with the history of 
parties before named, I may be pardoned for speaking of soms peculiar marriages 
which caused double relationship without any blood kindred being marr ied . 

Two of my father's brothers married sisters na.med Thayer .. 
' fat er married bagai Jon s,daughter of Edward J . J 0nes . 

Edward J. Jones married my father's sister Ann for his second wide • 
. y oldest sister, Ann, and her aunt ,ary Jones married brothers named Thorley . 

MY mother's two sisters married two brothers named Criss . 
Two of my Criss cousins married sisters named Virtue. 
Two of my Criss second- cousins married s isters named Stroud . 
Azy father's youngest sister married James T. Jones, -his brotherein-law. 

Connected with t hese marriages there is a very interesting study concerning 
the entire relationship existing between the cohtracting parties and also between 
their posterity . 

1'3 Grandfather's brother, iilliam !:elvin, came to .a.shington County , Pa . 
five years after his brother's arrival, afterward moving to .est rirginia, - then 
in 1848 settled in Burgettstown, Pa . where he died in 1856. I have in my 
possession a g ood picture of his son John and some of "l is family . 

I can g ive you but little of t he history of ~~is man ' s descendants . 
I know of one of his grand-daughters who lives in· ashington Uounty .. One of his 
great-grandsons, Ernest. elvin, recently opened a new dr -ostore in Brookline , and 
two of .t.rnest's brothers are publ ishing a paper called, (I ~..hink), "The Claysville 
Record" P in Claysville , .tashington County, Pa . 

If any of t he descendants of 'Jilliam ~elvin are here today, I shall 
be exceedingly glad t 'o form new acquaintance, or possibly r enew an old one . 


