TEvise> opn. 1999 CZD

THE “SAMARITAN EXPERTENCE”

01d Testament - Genesis 33/ 18-20
New Testament _.John 4/ 7-10

One of the more memorable accounts in the Bible
takes place at Jacob's well near the town of Syfhar
in Samaria. Jesus and His disciples had 3§2:§3£§Hd
meaningful ministry in Judea. His followers were
many. But, there were‘-eis there who were jealous
of Jesus because of His growing band of believers.
Some\%/followers of John the Baptist...some WELE
#¥ the Jerusalam officials - the Pharisggg?gz;
%‘murmered#against Him a some became outright hostile.
So, Jesus decided to return to His home territory
of Galilee. There, He thought He could carry on His
ministry undisturbeqd. The shortest route from Judea
to Galilee wa 4 ough Samaria. However, Jews traveling
through Sama@mritan territory ran . the risk of harassment,
€7, i
even death...or they cou" cross the J°r§%§1RlYﬁ£ab%32sT?&ge]
PEANAS ’ ew1sh, an then recross

Perea which was

the Jordan near their &estlnatlon. Jesus ancL};,l—qu

followers chose the glEEEE and shortest routelthrough
Samaria.

A Samaritan, according to the Jewish view, was an
ethnic mgxture resulting from the intermarriage of
local Jews with pagan coldnists brought in when the

territory was overrun by the Assyrian conquest around

m

720 BC. The Samaritans shared some of the religious
beliefs of the Jews. They worshiped one God. They
accepted the five books of Moses as The lLaw, and they

@bserved the same holy days and festivals.



@

The Jews , through the teachings of the prophets
Amos, Hosea,\%i'z&ﬁermiah and others)had come to a
fuller knowledge of God than the Samari_i;ans who did not
accept these teachings.

When the Jews returned from Babylonian captivity
around 520 BC, the Samaritans offered to help them
rebuild Jerusalam and the Temple. They were rejected
by the Jewish leaders because of their mixed blood and
mixed beliefs. Their offer of friendship and help
rejected , the Samaritans then tried to hinder g ore.
L the rebuilding. From that time on a deep-seated
antagonism grew and festered between Jews and Samaritans.

So, Jews and Samaritans had this deep hatred of one

another. Samaritans believed that they were the true

——
followers of Godwes~ the Father. Jews believed that they
v R ———
were the true followers. Usually a Jew and a Samaritan
would not speak to each other if they could avoid it.

Some Jewish rabbis claimed that Samaritans were more
pagan than Gentiles. Teaniiiiiiesanwsi-irrye=rere
memm
inpasmderesiinnimndcienaen
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The road from Jerdsalam in Judea to Galilee was
hot and dusty...especially when the wind was blowing in
from the desert. After Jesus and His followers had
walked all morning - frggbzgout 6AM until noon, they
came to the village of Sychar in SamariafSychar is

SHEEKEM '

thought to be another name for Saasigems. Thiézsiizgsﬂaﬂg.
was famous because it was the place where
revered ancestor, Jacob, had built an alter to God,¥Vieemes
The deep, ever-refreshing well nearby was named after
Jacob. It was large as wells in that area go...seven
feet across and over 100 feet deep. Today, the area
is a bustling transportation hub with busses and other
vehicles rumbling in and out. The water in the well
I.!l. iS‘EEiéi cold, sweet and refreshing. It was a
sacred place for the Samaritan people. Jesus sat down
to rest beside t&ﬁ-ﬂﬁ}l while His disciples went into the
city to buy food would return to Him.

As He rested there, thirsty and tired from the long
morning's walk, a Samaritan woman came to the well to
draw water, and Jesus said to her..?Give me a drink.¥

3
And, with this simple request hundreds of years of

USFICr Y
hatred and\gaﬁégiaab!eifcame tumbling down. And then

began an encounter with Jesus that would change the

woman's life...and the lives of many Samaritans.

Jesus was always direct and to-the-point. He was
thirsty. The woman had a water jug with which to draw -
M water. ekt e e |

Sshbikshesneiirmirotuinduiiicaiaiees. Small wonder the
woman was astounded. A Jegyish mpan had actually spoken

to her! And, she was willing to give him water, but

first she vy wWANVYED TO ASIC /M Son1E€
uEsTTons,



D

First, she asked him why he , a Jew, would even speak
toiher, let alone ask for a drink. He had no bowl or
vessel to drink from, so he would have to drink from

hers, and this was unthinkable because Jews would not

even touch a Samaritan eating or drlnklng utensil let

alone eat or drink from one. m

Jesus answered her with a puzzling reply. He said, "If

you knpew the gift of God and who it is who is saylng to

youwGIVe me a drlnk, you would have asked Him and He

would have given you living water." Very puzzled, she
TR o sk o8 him“%atzg/this"living water"? .
\‘and where do you get it?//. .\fare you greater than our
ancestor, Jacob who gave us this well?” Jesus answers /101
aol saying, “Everyone v inks from thi will

~alNEy. tirst again, but whoever dripks of the

water that I shall give him will become in him a spring

of water welling up to eternal 1life.™ Now, the woman

wants the water that Jesus has to give. dimsesttrtieRec
@. If she has this kind

of water she won't have to L}:}C_g.r'ne o the well ever again...
: 7 —
a long treck on a ¥gEf hot{day.

Now begins the part of the conversation that causes

the woman to ponder. LJesus tells her to go and call her
husband to come to the well.lShe tells him she has no

husband.f{ Jesus tells herfy that she speaks the truth-..

in fact she has had ;fi\@ husbands, and the man she is
living with now is not her husband. Now the woman sees
Jesus as a prophet of some kindand decides to change

the conversation to theological matters by questioning

the Jews contention that the place to worship is in

Jerusalem, w3 =24 her 5.'9’%”-5" ,1074/34'#2



&

worshipped with nationalistic rites and ceremonies
in their temple on Mount Gerizim. Jesus answers her
- 1

saying, " Woman, believe me the hour is coming when

neitherYthis mountain, nor in Jerusalem will you

worship the Father. You worship what you do not know.
oS- g

We worship what we know for salvation is from the Jews.
- —— 7 o
But the hour is coming , ané‘gglig‘%hen the true

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in
N

truth, for such the Father seeks to worship Him in
.

spirit and in truth."

The woman 1is enqggiéﬁed. She answers ,}eééow the

Messiah is coming..{He who is called The Christ. c(

When he comes He will show us all things? Jesus

answers, " I who speak to you am He." About this time

the disiples return from the village with food, and EE@
wom off into the citz telling all who would
R

listen to come and see a man who told her all that she
-—————-———-—W
ever was and did, and they followed her out of the city
~o SR

and came to him.

The Bible says that many Samaritans from that city

believed in Him because of the woman's testimoq¥. They
: : RIS ICS - e
asked Him to stay with them. He and h1§§$kiqﬁh§?12‘55w~

e

stayed for two days,and many more believed because of
His word. He didn't say that He was on a trip and had
to get to Gallilee for a meeting, or was on a EEEY
schedule and maybe they could "do lunch" sometime.

No! He stayed with them filling them with the "living

water" He had promised them.

" The Samaritan Experience"...something that many

millions of people are searching for today, but do not

Know where or how to find it. They yearn for a more |




meaningful life. They seek solutions to their problems

by embracing strange cults and religions in their quest

for personal happiness and relief from the pressures of

daily living. This could describe the people of Jesus'

day...the Samaritans and the Jews. But, some of them
Sy Q———

had " The Samaritan Experience'". They met Jesus. They

accepted Him as their Iord and Savior. They heard the

Gospel...the Good News , and they believed in Spirit
—_— — ~_— I

and in Truth...and some, like the Samaritan wewan,
went out and shared their new-found Gospel with others

d”‘_[‘ed them to Chri
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communicator. He was the nerve center, the vital hu‘rzirll
force in that 18th century effort at church 4 E .

John Wesley was a superlative

]

There was seldom any doubt as to where Wesley stood on
LES/IASTIEAL ,
matters personalgm ; or theologicglL. m
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‘n"Wesley was no thoughtless Bible thumper. He was
—profoundly unapologetid:hlly rooted in the massive
themes of the Scriptures..gggg was the central source
of his prodigious power. gEELauthoritz and captivating
ciarity can be traced time and time again back to his
intoxication with tw? Biblical themes...REPENTégCE:‘
I am a_sinner. Gog please forgive me and@-&ﬂ Crace -

I love you and accept you without condition or

-wlnanngm-_!,n._,,@._
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Today, the church that John Wesley founded - the United
Methodist Church world-wide loses an average of 245

menmbers a day. This has been going on for over 20
HENRS.

When you factor in 1 3p years that comes to
\-;j/ THAT

a total of 1,789,480 soulsp it any wonder\Uq;hf/’

laity and clergy AL‘KE - at the local church level

at least are concerned. With little substantial,

meaningful, appropriate help from the national
 beuracracy of their denominations they are working

in their local churches to help spread the true

gospel of Jesus Christ. More and more it is laypeople

who are witnessing to their individual and collective

experiences of the energizing, spirit-filling of the

GOOJ News...the saving grace of; the Gospel.

The dynamic €hurch growth and renewal efforts

of the church today have been,and are largely led by

J
lay people. The 1960s and 70s saw a dramitic impact

of the"Lay Witness Mission"movement. Thousands of

people came to a personal relationship with Jesus
Christ and the saving grace of the Gospel message.

VONE L
All'® through the evangelistic crusades of lay

people. Yy
In the 1980s,and into the 90s we have seen the
"Emmaus Walk" program bring more thousands of lay

people and ministers to a closer walk with sl

Jesus aﬁd a clearer understanding of the Gospel.

As a result of this effort an international fellowship
has Lkl ngmong those who have shared the

*Ermaus WalkfexperlemCe.

Perhaps the most revolutionary renewal of our time



has been Theh?romise Keepers'". Hundreds of thousands of

BIR FAITH, . .
men have reggiprflound new' faith in Jesus Christ

and have become better husbands, fathers and church

X
members due to their association with The Promise

2
Keepers.
I would submit that these three evangelical efforts
led by lay people has had far greater impact on local

chuech renewal than any of the : unweildly

cumbersome efforts of the National Council of Churches

All across ine churches there is
a growing disinterest among the latiety and clergy
alike in what's happening\’.{e national and
international governing bodies of their denominations.'

kdults‘] especially are not greatly concerned about

what goes on in the world-wide spectrum of their

churches. Their interest is with their families, in

their local congregations. Gopdis
In our own United Methodist Church the}governing

bcdies still hold on to the notion of ¥ itineracy
where pastorg are moved around to different charges
periodically. This was fine during the fronteer days
and it worked very well - then. But, we have changed.
GREGATIONS - . . NG
that have good, caringgfaitheemphasizing, 60SPEL- pPTREACE/
pastors want them to stay with them.Church growth

experts tell us that’ long-time pastoral assignments
are much more effective and meaningful. Today th

i TEED W1 ERODIST
average length of a pastor's stay in trch 1S

less than three years.
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Now, what I am about to say, and have said, ghould
in\‘ghzaay be interpreted as referring to our pastor
Dr. Kline. He and I share the same views. What I am
about to say comes from over 32 years as your delegate
to the East Ohio Annual Converence. It comes from
serving on Conference commissions, committees,
task forces and study groupe. It comes from almost 20
years as a special consultant to the Communications
Director's office in the Conference...
There are many dedicated, caring Christians working
in your East Ohio Conference office. Led by our
brand new Bishop Keaton they_are as concerned as they
EUTURE OF =
can be g&gﬁ? theYUnjited Methodist Church. Our new
-1/ EATOA)—
BishopYShares the bhelief that going back to the
basics...preaching the unadulterated gospel is the
only way to spread the word...and then the numbers
: . Y. | é&w LBt A
will begin to take care of themselves. HNebwatld Foomdreidor
I agree with our Bishop and the hard-working people
at the Conference office. They receive the concerned
COMmMENTS
and pleas from the local churches and are
trying their very best to respond to them. They have
positioned themselves to provide hands-on expereience
and assistance to the twelve districts and 860 some
churches in the €onference.
I submit that when the system of theological
KEFLECTING .
thought abroad today quitS—wewsbds a¢ on what might
be believed about Jesus Christ and proclaims Jesus as
. . NUMDERS
a pgrsonal Savior and Living Lord, then the wissiesdes
will begin to take care of themselves. It is interesting

to note here that Trinity is one of the few churches
in the East Ohio Conference that has shown a net

gain in membership every year for the past six years.




# I submit that when the boards, agencies, task forceg,

committees, commissions and study groups of the Uniteqd

,@ﬂf@‘?’lb(mﬂs—d&mz /IO /4 4,.(5)‘2(! O@
in presenting Jesus Christ as one to be encountered=z

-to be experienced in a deep , personal wam

y the numbers

aRe care of themselves.

k@s said that if He would be lifted up , He would
draw people unto Himself. This is an age-old wmmsiet FACT
that made the church grow in the first place, Across

the ages, and todaW 1s still the way to effective

church drowth.

We must center ourselves upon the affirmation that

Jesus is Lord. We must share His saving Grace...

and affirm the
RE ¢

Scriptures This will go a long Wayntogjlrd bringing
DNVATE
a renewal and revitalization to 1‘ﬁé(ﬁé”i:hodlstNChurch/

e care of themselve

CLEAE, U w:z:o OF oD GRALE -+

)1 subm1t that if we go out and share our "Samarltan

Experience”...share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with
R ———r

others and invite them to join with us in
Samaritan Experience;' the numbers wi

themselves here at Trinity. We can't expect our

Committee to do it. We can't expec
_ e é 14/1.5T7¢-‘1$>
n
Society, or the Mens" Clu -e- must a join in the
invitation. When we all work together to share the
Gos with others, the numbers here at Trinity will dgg#nv<€ Jo

pastor to do it all. We can't exp B(our -Evan ellsmg

e care of themselves. It's happening this very

day in churche?‘ all over the country. Itiﬁ( happenivé
here\,ﬁ(we MSH—AW “ Thg SamoriTer

Eiptocenest”
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